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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Price, Ref. No. 149/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio One
	‘Mooney Goes Wild’
	19th October, 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. Price’s complaint, under Sections 24(2)(a) and (f), impartiality and slander, refers to the programme 'Mooney Goes Wild on One' show on RTÉ.  Mr. Price states in this programme that Eanna Ní Lamhna and Philip McCabe damned the REPS (Rural Environment Protection Scheme) programme for damage to hedgerows.  This, he claims, highlights the narrow focus, poor breadth and depth of knowledge and sheer egotism of this show and its contributors.  This was unfair criticism, allowing no response, ignorant and utterly inaccurate.  REPS accounts for a tiny percentage of the overall agricultural budget and singularly of all farm schemes.  It provides for the protection and management of hedgerows for wildlife and replacement and development of old and new.  This is offensive to the scheme administrators, REPS planners such as Mr. Price himself and to around 37,000 participating farmers and demands correction and apology.  These comments, he states, were dangerously misinformed, injurious to environmentally conscious farmers and serve to exacerbate urban/rural divides

Station’s Response:

RTÉ, in their response, state that in this programme there was a discussion about the perceived decline in the bumblebee.  The main contributor on this topic was Philip McCabe, President of the Irish Bee Keepers and President of Apimondia Ireland, 2005.  He speculated that the decline in insects could be attributed to the destruction of hedgerows.  He made a general point about some farmers involved in the Rural Environment Protection Schemes (REPS) hiring contractors to cut their hedges.  He remarked that some of the contractors go too far and cut down the hedgerows too much, to the detriment of wildlife.  He accepted this where road safety was the purpose or field expansion was planned, but argued that this was unnecessary in the middle of a field.  

Eanna Ní Lamhna, a regular contributor to the programme, expressed the view that farmers should manage and not destroy hedgerows.  Ms. Ní Lamhna is well qualified to speak on the subject of REPS as she lectures post-graduate students at the Dublin Institute of Technology on Sustainable Development.  REPS are on the syllabus of this course.  Mr. Price is unhappy with the treatment of the REPS scheme on the programme.  It is RTÉ’s view that the issue was fairly and accurately dealt with by the contributors.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Sections 24(2)(a) and (f) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The programme in question was presented in a fair and balanced manner.  There was no evidence of presenter and/or editorial bias.

The complaint was rejected.
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