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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Price, Ref. No. 150/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio One
	‘Mooney Goes Wild’
	2nd November, 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. Price’s complaint, under Sections 24(2)(a) and (b), impartiality and taste and decency, refers to the programme 'Mooney Goes Wild on One' show on RTÉ.  Mr. Price states in this programme that after years of ignoring and suppressing welfare and captivity issues relating to wildlife, today’s programme aired some whale hunt and captivity issues.  Despite the contribution of a couple of very informed and interesting speakers, it was unbalanced from his side.  (Mr. Price being the person to raise these debates, secure The Zoo enquiries, launch the free Keiko, Lolita, Corky campaigns et al in Ireland).  Mr. Price would like to draw attention to RTÉ’s bias inherent in any airing of these issues and lack of balance.  He also draws attention to the ‘bias of the ever so fickle and ill-informed presenter who swings like a pendulum on these issues to keep favour with his guests’.  According to RTÉ’s own presenter’ guidelines, Derek’s stance in this programme transgresses professional guidelines for a presenter or expresses what heretofore, unknown to Mr. Price, has become RTÉ policy, i.e. anti wildlife/cetacean captivity.  He states RTÉ must now clarify and take steps to redress its record of past, suppressing such debate and even promoting/advertising captivity!

Station’s Response:

RTÉ, in their response, state that the main item on this programme concerned sustainable fisheries and, in particular, whaling and dolphin catching.  Mr. Price regards the programme as unbalanced.  The contributors on whales and dolphins included Dr. Simon Berrow.  Dr. Berrow has a PhD in Zoology.  He is the Chairperson and founding member of the Irish Whale and Dolphin Group.  He is project manager of the Shannon Dolphin and Wildlife Foundation.  He is also a ministerial appointee to the Heritage Council of Ireland and has published in excess of 70 papers in science journals.  

Another contributor was Dr. Ken Whelan.  He was awarded his doctorate for a study of the biology of Irish ephemeroptera (mayflies).  He has published over 100 papers in scientific journals.  He is a world renowned expert on sea stocks and has participated in many international bodies dedicated to various sea life issues.  It would be difficult to think of two more qualified contributors than Dr. Berrow and Dr. Whelan.  It is RTÉ’s view that this programme fulfilled all statutory obligations in terms of accuracy, fairness, objectivity and impartiality.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Sections 24(2)(a) and (b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The programme in question was presented in a fair and balanced manner.  There was no evidence of presenter and/or editorial bias.  

The complaint was rejected.
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