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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Vincent McKenna, Ref. No. 168/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	TV3
	'The Dunphy Show'
	28th November, 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. McKenna's complaint, under Section, 24(2)(a), impartiality, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to the programme 'The Dunphy Show' on TV3.  Mr. McKenna states in this programme broadcast on 28th November, 2003, Mr. Martin McGuinness was given the equivalent of several Party Political Broadcasts without being asked any searching questions about the continued Human Rights violation being carried out by his organisation Sinn Féin/IRA against Irish citizens.  He further states that to give such persons as McGuinness open free airtime is contrary to good broadcasting and the public interest and is such as to give legitimacy to Sinn Féin/IRA who continue to carry out Human Rights abuses against men, women and children in this country and particularly against children.

Station’s Response:

TV3, in its response, states that the interview was conducted on the day that Sinn Féin became the largest nationalist/republican party in the Northern Ireland Assembly.  The subject matter of the interview was the election results and the next steps in the 'Peace Process' rather than anything else.

During the course of the interview Mr. Dunphy made it clear that responsiblities accrued to the republican movement because of their electoral victory.  He also put to Mr. McGuinness the view point that it would not do for the IRA to hold on to their weapons.  

It should also be noted, and Mr. McGuinness made specific reference to this point, that in the course of the series, that the viewpoint of the UK on this issue has been put across, in particular with the interview of Peter Mandelson, the former Secretary of State for Northern Ireland.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. McKenna.  The Commission was of the view that TV3 did not infringe Section 24(2)(a) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The interview was conducted in a fair manner and the presenter was perfectly entitled to invite Mr. McGuinness onto the programme.  

The complaint was rejected.
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