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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin McMahon, Ref. No. 171/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	TV3
	News Bulletin @ 5.30pm
	9th December 2003


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. McMahon’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(a), impartiality, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to a news report on TV3 on 9th December, 2003.  He states in a lengthy report, the tenor was wholly biased in favour of the ‘homeless’.  No mention was made in the report of the usually attendant addiction problems which lead to such people, perhaps, being incapable of being helped due to the chaotic and destabilised nature of their existence.  The questioning of the two newscasters continued with the partial nature of the programme, i.e. the newscaster asked the ‘Simon’ representative easy, coached questions and did not allude to the afore-mentioned addiction irresponsibility.  A question could have been asked - what percentage of homeless were addicts (alcohol or drugs) and have psychiatric problems?  When Royston Brady was questioned, many hard questions were presented, again giving the impression that all the homeless were totally blameless.  Royston Brady had to proactively and belatedly broach the subject of the real fault – addiction.

Station’s Response:

TV3 in their response state the following:-

· The 5.30 and 6.30 news programmes were built around a report by Colette Fitzpatrick regarding homelessness in general.  Both items also had views from other parties.  In the case of the 5.30 News item, this consisted of an interview with a representative of Simon and also the Lord Mayor of Dublin.

· The Simon Representative provided what could be regarded as an expert view on this issue and then the Lord Major did state what was being done by Dublin Corporation.  In particular, he made reference to the reality that the issue could not be solved by housing alone and that social issues such as alcohol and drug abuse had to be tackled.

· In the 6.30 News item, the same report from Colette Fitzpatrick was followed up by a live interview with the relevant government minister, Mr. Noel Ahern, T.D.  Mr. Ahern again stated that issues such as alcohol abuse and also personality related disorders had to be considered in the context of the problem.  He was given ample opportunity to present this side of the argument and also to outline government policy.

· We believe that it is obvious from the facts outlined above that both pieces gave both the homeless (and /or their representatives) and those in authority an opportunity to present and outline the issues as they saw them.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that TV3 did not infringe Section 24(2)(a) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The news item on homelessness was based on fact and it was presented in a fair and balanced manner.  There was no evidence of editorial bias.

The complaint was rejected.
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