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Broadcasting Camplaints Commission




Complaint made by: Ms Catherine Forde, Ref. No. 78/03
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	Red FM
	'Victor Barry Show'
	20 July, 2003 


Summary of Complaint:
Ms. Forde's complaint, under Section 24(2)(b), taste & decency, of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to the 'Victor Barry' programme broadcast on 20th July 2003.  On the programme, the presenter was discussing a communication he had received from a male listener, who was complaining that his girlfriend never changes her underwear.  Mr. Barry proceeded to speculate on the smell which would result from infrequent changes of underwear.  He stated that he would throw the woman out and referred to her as a 'bitch'.  The complainant was horrified and disgusted.  

The presenter also used the term 'bitch' to describe a female panellist on the programme.
Station’s Response

Red FM states while every care is taken not to offend any single person or social group the station's target audience is young, Cork people under 35 years of age.  Such an audience desires, at times, a certain sense of humour and irony.  The presenter, Mr. Barry, was referring to people neither present, named or effected by this, in this case, comedic terminology.  He was certainly not referring to all women as 'bitches' and the huge majority of the radio station's late night audience (broadcast post 22:00) will be abundantly clear with this.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Ms. Forde.  The broadcast by Red FM did infringe Section 24(2)(b) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The discussion in question was in bad taste.  The Commission was of the view that the content of the broadcast was offensive.  

The complaint was upheld.
BCC Board Meeting, Jan 2004, Ref 78/03




