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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan O'Connor Ref: 85/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Newstalk 106
	'Dublin Life'
	21 May 2004


Summary of Complaint:
The complainant believes that this edition of 'Dublin Life' breached Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  During the show a prospective candidate for the European elections, Ms. Ivana Bacik, was invited on to apparently give a film review of 'Fahrenheit 911', directed by Mr. Michael Moore.  During the interview she was allowed to make unrebutted political comments about the current government and an upcoming referendum on citizenship.  She was given open access to the airways, unopposed.  Clearly this one sided promotion of a particular candidate violates the obligation on all broadcasters to be neutral in their polictical coverage.  Furthermore, the fact that she had never even seen the film, highlights the fact that this excuse was a mere pretence in order to provide positive publicity to one party and one candidate to the detriment of all others. 
The interview was a disservice to the Irish public who are entitled to expect fair and honest coverage from those using the public airways.

Station’s Response

In its response NewsTalk 106 stated that the station had adhered to the referendum and election guidelines as set by the Broadcasting Commission of Ireland to ensure that fairness and balance were complied with.  Having listened to the interview with Ivana Bacik, NewsTalk 106 agrees that the complainant may have some cause for concern if the interview was taken in isolation.  However, in the context of the overall election coverage of the station, the broadcaster is confident that Ms. Bacik received no advantage compared with other Eurpean candidates.  All coverage during this time was monitored daily by the station editorial staff in compliance with BCI guidelines. 
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Brendan O'Connor.  The Commission was of the view that NewsTalk 106 did not infringe Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  The discussion was on the work of Mr. Michael Moore and the importance, or not, of such a voice.  It was clear from the outset of the broadcast that neither the presenter nor the guest, Ivana Bacik, had seen the film 'Fahrenheit 911'.  The discussion was at all times impartial and there was no evidence of editorial bias.  The programme did not promote, or endorse, Ivana Bacik's campaign.  The discussion explored the work of Mr. Moore in a fair and balanced manner.  The complaint was not upheld.
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