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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin McMahon Ref: 151/04 
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	NewsTalk 106
	'Lunchtime with Damien Kiberd'
	12 August 2004


Summary of Complaint:
Mr. McMahon's complaint, under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to what he considers is the constant pro-public transport sentiments expressed by the presenter, Damien Kiberd.

Mr. McMahon states that in the introduction to an interview with a representative from Dublin airport regarding access and egress from the airport, Mr. Kiberd stated to the representative that she wanted visitors using the airport to use public transport.  A vox pop, in which those interviewed expressed dismay at the exorbitant cost of parking at the airport, was not picked up or expanded upon by Mr. Kiberd.  At the end of the interview, Mr. Kiberd stated quite bluntly and proactively: "I think people should use public transport."  Mr. McMahon claims Mr. Kiberd has expressed similar pro-public transport sentiments previously and fails to put the obverse pro-private motorist point of view.  Mr. McMahon rejects NewsTalk 106's claim that Mr. Kiberd challenges the "Minister for Transport and public transport policy on the programme".  Having listened assiduously to this programme, Mr. McMahon claims Damien Kiberd has never  "challenged" either the Minister or other public transport representatives about the raft of anti-motorist initiatives that have been and continue to be imposed on that sector.  It is Mr. McMahon's view the presenter displays partiality and bias when it comes to pro-public transport policy.
Station’s Response

NewsTalk 106 in their response state that the interview  in question was featured on their Thursday "Consumer Slot".  The focus on this day was Dublin airport, how consumer friendly it is and the level of consumer services at various locations within it.  A vox pop was played addressing several issues including public transport links and parking charges.  In contrast to Mr.McMahon's contention that the issue of exorbitant parking charges was not expanded upon, the presenter, Damien Kiberd did question the interviewee, Siobhán Moore, as to what the charges are and how they compared to other European airports.

NewsTalk 106 also state that they reject the suggestion that Mr Kiberd is pro-public transport.  He regularly features topics that are relevant to the private motorist including petrol prices, car insurance, road safety etc.,   Representatives from motoring organisations e.g. society of the Irish Motoring Institute, AA and the Institute of Advanced Motorists are often on this show.  NewsTalk 106 further state that Mr. Kiberd regularly challenges the Minister for Transport and public transport policy, on his programme.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Eoin McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that NewsTalk 106 did not breach Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  The discussion on Dublin Airport was presented in a fair and balanced manner with questions and criticisms being addressed to the Aer Rianta representative.  Many issues were covered including getting to and from the airport, the check in areas, the refreshment facilities and their associated costs, the smoking ban and the cost of the car-parking.  The presenter did query the issue of car-parking costs with his guest.  Also, the programme included a number of vox pops in which the airport users proffered their views, some good others bad, on the various issues.  There was no editorial bias evident in this broadcast.  The complaint was rejected.
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