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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin McMahon  Ref: 152/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	NewsTalk 106
	‘The Right Hook’
	12 August, 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. McMahon’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, is in respect of a discussion on 'The Right Hook' with George Hook between George Hook and Mr. Seán Crowe, T.D.  The interview was incorporated into the regular lengthy Thursday traffic slot. 

Mr. McMahon states over the previous four weeks the programme in question had interviewed the transport spokespersons of other political parties and discussed all aspects of public transport policy.  The angle chosen by Mr. Hook in these interviews with spokespersons of the political parties was to flesh out the intricacies of public transport policy.  This questioning was either neutral or mostly biased in favour of public transport.
Mr. Crowe was asked in the first segment of the interview what the difference was between his political party, Sinn Féin, and other political parties in relation to transport policy.  Mr. Crowe stated that there was little difference in that all political parties have the same position to the supposed perma-congestion there is in Dublin - remove the private motorist from the equation.
As Mr. Hook had previously failed to address the rights of motorists with the aforementioned representatives of the other political parties, this statement from Mr. Crowe should have persuaded Mr. Hook, if he was being impartial and objective, to skew the discussion towards the issue of the efficacy, or otherwise, of public transport policy as long-espoused by all political parties under the tutelage of the Dublin Transport Office (DTO) and Dublin City Council.
Instead, Mr. Hook again chose to skew the discussion towards what steps Sinn Féin were taking or planned to take, to mirror the other political parties pro public transport policies.
Mr. McMahon states that Mr. Hook was going down his usual route of skewing the discussion down the route of the now-standard consensual public transport line i.e. he continued by strongly intimating that bus corridors have a problem being implemented.  This is because councillors aren't "biting the bullet and railroading through the bus corridors."
He asked forcefully whether Mr. Crowe would be confident of Sinn Fein representatives pushing through bus corridors without fear or favour.
This was taking up a theme that the aforementioned Senator Morrissey had warmed to in his then-recent guest appearance on the transport slot a week or so ago: that bus corridors are not as successful as they could be, because sectional interests are occasionally successful in preventing the full implementation on certain sections of QBC routes, thereby resulting in pockets of the route not having the benefit of QBC's.
This is incredible: here we have the presenter not taking to task Senator Morrissey for his blanket support of QBC's in the recent past and now, when another public representative is invited on to the programme, Mr. Hook uses the argument of another pro public transport guest to inveigle another pro public transport spokesperson in the guise of Mr. Crowe to "bite the bullet and railroad through" more 12 hour QBC’s!!
Station’s Response:

NewsTalk 106 state that this successful 40 minute weekly slop is unlike any other on Dublin radio as it allows listeners question those who are in charge of the city’s transport policies.  George Hook is a regular critic of those in charge of traffic management, probing issues such as poor traffic light sequencing, disparities in speed limits, revenue from clamping, the poor planning of the Red Cow and consistently champions the opening of QBCs to motorists in off-peak times.  'The Right Hook' also regularly interviews pro-motoring experts including Conor Faughnan of the AA, Ferdia O’Dowd, Motoring Correspondent of the 'Sunday Business Post' and Tony Vickers of the British Association of Drivers.

NewsTalk 106 contend that it is the prerogative of 'The Right Hook' production team to decide what angles should be considered in conducting an interview, angles that the team determine are of general interest to their listeners.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Eoin McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that NewsTalk 106 did not breach Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  This section of the programme, 'the travel slot', featured a balanced and informative discussion on Sinn Féin's transport policies.  The programme was one of a series covering the transport policies of various political parties.  During the interview, Sinn Féin's views on various issues concerning Dublin transport were elicited.  The presenter questioned and probed the opinions and views of his guest.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this programme.  The complaint was rejected.
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