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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. John Pollaky  Ref: 166/04

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Two
	'Father Ted'
	6 September 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Pollaky’s’ complaint, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, is in respect of the programme 'Father Ted'.  Mr. Pollaky found the programme deeply offensive to those who are Roman Catholic and who know the history of their country.  He puts the matter into perspective by asking when did the Catholics of Ireland send the children of Protestants to stud farms in the West Indies?  Protestants commemorate the St. Bartholomew’s day massacre in the church beside the American Embassy Dublin.  When did Catholics conduct an Inquisition of the Protestants of this island, as was done in the High Courts of Justice?  And then set up a court of ‘saints’ in Athy, to see the conversion of those who did, were genuine.  When did Catholics give food to those dying of hunger, but only on condition they converted?  In 'Father Ted', we laugh at the suffering of the Catholics in this island, and like it!

Station’s Response:

RTÉ, in its response, states that the 'Father Ted' series is an extremely successful comedy programme that has been broadcast in scores of countries throughout the world.  The series is now over 10 years old and has been repeated many times on RTÉ.  Mr. Pollaky’s complaint is that the programme offends Roman Catholics by mocking their religion.

It is RTÉ’s view that the programme is a gentle skit on Roman Catholic priests with elements of the absurd and surreal.  No reasonable viewer could take offence at the contents of the series.  The programme has won widespread popularity throughout Ireland and has not given offence to any significant number of viewers.  It is RTÉ’s view that viewers are unlikely to take as literally true what they see on their screens.  They are capable of recognising that the humour is based on “make-believe” situations with characters who frequently act in an absurd manner.  Viewers know that what they are watching is fictitious and not intended to be an accurate account of “real life”.  The vast majority of issues raised in this complaint have nothing to do with the 'Father Ted' programme and RTÉ do not intend to respond to the many issues raised.  RTÉ do not see how the series could possibly be in breach of taste & decency.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. John Pollaky.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not breach Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  'Father Ted' is a fictitious comedy series in which the lives of it's characters are depicted in an unrealistic, exaggerated manner.  The viewer is no doubt as to the light-hearted and somewhat surreal nature of the content of the series.  In the episode in question, there was no evidence of religious discrimination or derision.  The Commission was of the opinion that while the humour may not appeal to all, it was light-hearted and inoffensive.  The complaint was not upheld.
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