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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mrs. Maureen Macari Ref: 174/04 
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	FM104
	‘Adrian Kennedy Phone Show’
	14 September 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Ms. Macari's complaint under Section 24(2)(b) taste & decency, of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the above programme.  She states she was shocked at the material on the show.  The first programme involved two men and one woman discussing their sexual lives.  One man dictated that women “should do as they are told by their Lord and master as, if and when they are bid”.  The women on the programme quite blatantly agreed, whereupon, what followed can only be described as obscene.  The programme then went on to discuss teenagers on the pill etc.

Ms. Macari states that no-one seems to care that these programmes are a sheer pollution of the airwaves and there should be some control over the material plugging ‘alleycat morality’.  She further states that in an age fostering ‘childline’ and such worthy aims is it strange to hear people abusing their own children by putting them on the pill instead of nurturing respect for their own bodies.  

Station’s Response:

FM 104 states that the 'Adrian Kennedy Phone Show' features a sex and relationship presenter.  Each night, one topic relating to relationships or sex is dealt with.  It should be noted that every 'Adrian Kennedy Phone Show' is preceded with a warning that the show may contain some strong language and that the material is of an adult nature.

Usually, the topics discussed are relationship-type topics.  However, the topics discussed can be of a more sexual nature.  The programme in question contained a discussion in the “Sex Talk” part of the show about whether or not a woman should sexually please her man in order to keep him.  The discussion was frank and open, but was at no time vulgar or offensive to listeners.

The next discussion was about whether or not it was appropriate to put her 15 year old daughter on the pill.  This discussion was entirely appropriate in this age of sexually active teenagers and the very difficult choices and responsibilities facing parents.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mrs. Maureen Macari.  The Commission was of the view that FM104 did not breach Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  In the broadcast in question, the discussion was of a sexual nature and the station aired warnings informing listeners of this.  Dealing with sexual issues in a programme is a legitimate editorial decision for a broadcaster to make.  What is of concern to the Commission is whether the broadcast was offensive.  In the Commission's opinion, the nature and tone of the programme in question was within acceptable standards.  The programme was presented in a responsible and non-sensationalist manner.  Also, the programme was broadcast during the night-time schedule and the content was considered to be within the expectations of regular listeners to the programme.  The complaint was not upheld.
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