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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Eoin McMahon  Ref: 175/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	NewsTalk 106
	'Lunchtime with Damien Kiberd'
	20 September 2004 


Complaint Summary:

Mr. McMahon’s complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a three way discussion on congestion charges in which he claims Mr. Kiberd again puts forward his own solution to the problem i.e. the removal of cars from the streets.

Mr. McMahon states that the topic in this discussion was whether congestion charging should be introduced in Dublin.  On six separate occasions, Mr. Tom Coffey of the Dublin City Traders Association, stated that it was vital that buses and QBC’s were the solution and that it was unnecessary to bring in congestion charging.  Mr Kiberd subjectively suggested that “yes buses are positive” and “they should be given priority” and later offered other supporting arguments.  This discussion was initially introduced as dealing with whether congestion charging should be introduced and instead Mr. Kiberd aided and abetted a reiteration of the positive nature of public transport which again did not allude that such prioritisation is to the detriment of private transport. This discussion ended with a spokesman for London Transport stating; “I am overjoyed that a business person agrees we need more public transport”.

Mr. McMahon claims that as with previous discussions on NewsTalk 106, the panel was wholly biased in favour of panellists holding pro-public transport views and, secondly the presenter, Damien Kiberd, unapologetically aided and abetted this subjectivity to public transport and hostility to private transport.  Mr. McMahon believes the discussion lacked impartiality.

Station's Response:

NewsTalk 106 states that the discussion was about congestion charging and whether or not such a charge should be introduced in Dublin City.  Tom Coffey of the Dublin City Business Association spoke against congestion charging while David Wetzel of Transport for London discussed how Londoners had reacted to the charge and how successful it has being since its introduction there.

The station rejects Mr. McMahon's contention that the piece was biased in favour of those holding pro public transport views and therefore hostile towards the private motorist.  The entire piece was in the context of moving people, not just those who use public transport and whether or not congestion charging would improve the situation at all.  A desire to see a good public transport system does not necessarily mean a desire to annihilate the private motorist.  The presenter, Mr. Damien Kiberd, regularly addresses issues that affect the private motorist on his show including petrol prices, parking issues and insurance costs.

This lunchtime show actively encourages and invites listeners to ring/text in with their views and is always willing to put alternative views on air.  At no point is it the intention to favour any particular group over another.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Eoin McMahon.  The Commission was of the view that NewsTalk 106 did not breach Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  The presenter facilitated a fair and balanced discussion.  His guests, one in favour of congestion charging and the other against, were both given ample opportunity to air their opinions.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this discussion.  The complaint was not upheld.
BCC Complaint Decisions, January 2005

1/2

[image: image1.jpg]