[image: image1.jpg](@

Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. John Pollaky Ref: 182/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2 
	'Seven Wonders of the Industrial World'
	18 September 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Pollaky's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a programme about the Brooklyn Bridge broadcast on RTÉ 2 as part of the series 'Seven Wonders of the Industrial World'.  This programme was made by the BBC and was in Mr. Pollaky's opinion, totally biased.  The men who built and died making the Brooklyn Bridge were Irish.  Nowhere in the programme were the Irish or Ireland mentioned.  There was one mention of immigrants.  On watching the programming one would think the bridge was built by the British.

The programme did not mention that when the Brooklyn Bridge was completed, the official date was the date of Queen Victoria's birthday.  Thus the Irish were deliberately and small-mindedly denied the opportunity of celebrating their achievement.  In Ireland Queen Victoria was known as the 'Famine Queen'.  No wonder the famine-refugee-Irish in America would not go and celebrate on Queen Victoria's birthday.

Stations Response:

RTÉ states Mr. Pollaky's complaint is completely without foundation.  This documentary on the building of the Brooklyn Bridge is told primarily from the perspective of Mrs. Emily Roebling, the wife of Washington Roebling who was the Chief Engineer of the project.  Mr. Pollaky claims absurdly that viewers 'would understand it (the bridge) was built by the British'.  The original designer and force between the bridge was actually a German engineer, John Roebling.  He died at the very beginning of the construction of the bridge in 1867.  Washington Roebling then took over the work of his father and over-saw the construction during the following decade.

It is a well-made and accurate documentary.  It does not play down the contribution of the navies who dug the foundation of the bridges.  Indeed, a lot of the documentary focuses on the difficulties these men experienced working in compressed air underground at a time when scientific understanding of the consequences of working under such conditions were not fully understood.  In at least two of the contributions to the documentary the workers are identified as Irish.  There is not one reference in the entire documentary to any British person in the planning and construction of the bridge.

RTÉ considers this complaint to be frivolous and would request that the Commission give consideration to Section 24(14) of the Broadcasting Act, frivolous and vexatious complaints.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. John Pollaky.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not breach Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  The broadcast in question was a factual report on the building of the Brooklyn Bridge.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this broadcast.  The complaint was not upheld.
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