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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Graham P. Kenny   Ref: 183/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:



	RTÉ 2FM
	Competition
	20 September 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Graham’s complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, law and order) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a competition run on 2FM at 8.00pm with a prize to win tickets to the Rap Act ‘D12’.

He states, in order to win the competition, listeners were invited to contact the radio station with the name of the song which the presenter was reading lyrics from.  Lyrics from this song were read particularly slowly so as to enable the listener to identify them.  The lyrics in question repeatedly referred to “niggers” and depicted gross acts of violence.  Mr. Graham was contacted by a number of Irish citizens who are black and who have taken considerable offence to the manner in which this competition was run and the complete and absolute failure by the radio station to publicly apologise.  Having written to 2FM, Mr. Graham received a response stating that the lyrics were entirely inappropriate and should not have been read out during an early evening show but they have categorically refused to apologise for the incident publicly.

Stations Response:

RTÉ, in its response state that as members of the Commission will be aware, there is a genre of popular songs associated with urban black disadvantaged American young men which include the rhythm, cadences and language of the streets. The lyrics of these songs often cause offence with references to violence, sex, misogyny and homophobia.  The group D12 include five young black Detroit men and a white lead singer, Eminem.  The lyrics of their songs are typical of the genre with frequent use of such terms as "niggers" throughout.  The term "nigger" was used by white people in America in a derogatory way for hundreds of years.  In recent decades, with growing realisation of the unacceptability of racist language, the term is no longer used except by certain black people of themselves. It is politically unacceptable today for a white person to call a black person a "nigger".  When groups such as D12 use the term, it is essentially black people talking to other black people.  (Eminem is an exception to this as his music comes from within black urban culture.)

When devising a competition in which the prize was tickets to a D12 concert it was not unreasonable to use the lyrics from one of their songs. After all, the winners of the competition would attend a D12 concert and hear the lyrics being sung.  In RTÉ's view, what was not taken sufficiently into account was that the lyrics - heard out of context - had quite a different impact than when heard within the song. The presenter's careful articulation of the lyrics sounded more offensive than when the same words were heard with the rap rhythm and pronunciation of the American city.  It was this that led the Head of 2FM to express the view to Mr Kenny that the choice of lyrics was "unfortunate".

RTÉ's practice is to acknowledge mistakes and, where appropriate, to apologise. In cases where the mistake is minor, the normal practice is to ensure that the mistake will not be repeated. An on-air apology is not usually broadcast in these circumstances. In regard to the Nikki Hayes Show, it was felt that it was sufficient to acknowledge to Mr Kenny that a mistake had been made. It was felt however that it was not necessary to apologise on air.  

The Nikki Hayes Show in broadcasting in the evening time is not broadcasting to a mass audience.  It is broadcasting to a much smaller audience that seeks out the kind of music that the show plays.

RTÉ regrets that Mr Kenny has taken offence.  Many people working in RTÉ would share his offence.  RTÉ does not approve of the broadcast of rap songs during peak listening when there is a large general audience listening.  We restrict such broadcasts to times when the audience is much smaller and is specialist.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Graham Kenny.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, law & order).  It was the opinion of the Commission that given the audience at whom this programme is aimed, the use of such rap music lyrics in a competition was considered acceptable.  The audience understanding of this type of music and the lyrics within, are not unfamiliar to them. The Commission was also of the view that there was no distinction between the tone of the presentation of the programme and the tone in which the lyrics of the competition were read out.  It was considered, therefore, that this competition was within acceptable broadcasting standards.  The complaint was not upheld.
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