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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Peter Kennedy  Ref: 190/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	'6.01 News'
	27 August 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Kennedy's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a report on the scale of the problem of forced house evictions in Northern Ireland.  The evictions concerned a) prison officers, b) protestant families after intimidation by republican factions and c) catholic families after intimidation by loyalist factions.  The complainant objects to the illustrations used for b) and c).  Only one example was given and this showed houses from where protestant families were removed as result of republican intimidation.  No example was shown to illustrate that catholic families were removed because of loyalist intimidation.

Stations Response:

RTÉ states that the report was balanced and that there is no substance to Mr. Kennedy's complaint.  The report did not in anyway suggest that intimidation was confined to one community.  At all times the reporter suggested that both communities suffered from intimidation.  In a report of less than two minutes duration it was not possible to include examples from both communities.  The footage used was merely the most recent example of people fleeing their homes following intimidation.  RTÉ reports objectively and impartially without favouring one community over the other.  This is as it should be.  The Commission should reject this complaint as completely without foundation.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Peter Kennedy.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  The report was factual, giving an overview of the intimidation both communities experience in Northern Ireland.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this broadcast.  The complaint was not upheld.
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