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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Eugene Callan  Ref: 191/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Weather Sponsorship – Dimplex Heating'
	05 Oct 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Callan's complaint under Section 24(2)(e)(sponsorship codes) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the Dimplex Heating sponsorship sting of the weather reports.  He heard the item during the 'Morning Ireland' programme.  He believes that this sponsorship breaches the sponsorship codes and in particular, the prohibition on the sponsoring of news and current affairs.

He does not object to the sponsorship of the weather report.  What he is objecting to is the sponsorship broadcasting being extended into a news programme.  The programme cuts directly to an advertisement immediately before broadcasting the weather.  In other words, the news programme seamlessly moves from news to a Dimplex Heating sponsorship, to weather news and back to news again, all in one contiguous broadcast.  

The complainant also asserts that the entire programme is a news programme and therefore should not include any sponsorship advertising during the programme.  

That the practice of sponsoring the weather has continued for several years, does not necessarily make the practice correct.  The complainant believes it is an important principle to keep sponsorship and advertising out of news programmes, as was intended by the Code of Practice.

Stations Response:

RTÉ states that it has had its weather service on television sponsored by Eircom's 11811 directory service for many years and cannot see how extending the sponsorship of weather to its radio programmes is any different.  The purpose of excluding news from sponsorship is to guarantee the editorial integrity of news.  Sponsorship of the weather does not undermine the integrity of news.  All broadcasters in Ireland have interpreted without challenge the prohibition on sponsorship of news not to include the provision of weather forecasting.  

RTÉ does not accept that the sponsorship of weather forecasting on radio breaches the Departmental Code on sponsorship.  If the Commission were to uphold Mr. Callan's view then the sponsorship of weather forecasting on radio and television on commercial and public service broadcasting would have to cease.  This would be overturning a practice that has continued without challenge for several years and would have serious economic consequences for broadcasters.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Eugene Callan.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(e)(sponsorship codes).  Sponsorship of the weather report is permitted.  What was of concern to the Commission was that the sponsorship slot was clearly identified and separated from the news.  In the Commission's opinion, the acoustics used by RTÉ did provide such identification.  The news did not move seamlessly into the sponsorship sting.  The acoustics provided sufficient programme separation.  A listener would discern that it was a sponsorship sting for the weather report and that it had nothing to do with, or was not part of, the main news.  The complaint was not upheld.
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