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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Gary Solan  Ref: 192/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Spin 1038 
	'Spin Talk'
	27 August 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Solan's complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency), of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the 'Gender Agenda' section of the programme 'Spin Talk' broadcast on 27 August.  The topic of discussion was sexual relations between couples and the use of video equipment or pornography to assist the experience.  The complainant tuned into the programme again on 1 October.  A similar programme was aired.  On both occasions, sexually explicit terms and actions were discussed.  He does not believe that such a programme should be aired at a time when it is not possible for parents to ensure that their children are not subject to listening to the show.  His daughters are at school and both they and their friends could be tuned in.  Parents are not being given the opportunity to ensure that only suitable topics are listened to.

The complainant believes that he has complained about a programme that if it were another form of media would undoubtedly be expressly for over 18 and possibly x-rated.  He does not believe that under any circumstances this radio station has the right to bypass his wife and himself and subject his daughters to their idea of acceptable morality without having some regard to his daughter's young and impressionable age.  If the station wishes to challenge their audience they should have this type of discussion at a later time, after 9 p.m. like other radio stations and they can challenge a more mature audience.  The warnings serve no purpose and afford Mr. Solan as a parent no opportunity to tune his child out.  He can tune himself out but not his child as she is in school on her lunch break.

Stations Response:

Spin 1038 states that the 'Gender Agenda' is a regular feature on Friday's 'Spin Talk' programme.  This section is heavily promoted as a sex and relationship feature.  Warning messages are consistently broadcast around this section, which alerts listeners to the open and frank discussion on sex and sexuality.  Younger listeners and parents are also encouraged to tune out while the discussion takes place.

As a news and current affairs show, 'Spin Talk' has a brief to challenge boundaries and break down traditional taboos.  On occasion, this requires the programme to cover topics that more traditional broadcasters would avoid at any time of the day.  Instead, 'Spin Talk' tackles these topics head-on in a unique and engaging style, delivering expert opinion as well as listener comments.

It is not Spin 108's intention to offend and its coverage of items like this one tends to be scheduled within the Friday segment of the show – which is clearly and repeatedly flagged as dealing with sex and relationship issues.

Spin 1038 would like to apologise to Mr. Solan for any offence caused, but feels it offers adequate warnings and advice during the programme.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Mr. Gary Solan.  The Commission was of the view that Spin 1038 did infringe Section 24(2)(a)(taste & decency).  The programme content, a discussion on pornography, was totally unsuitable for broadcast at that time.  Also, the manner in which the content was dealt with was considered to be gratuitous and puerile.  The broadcasting of warnings about the adult content of the programme does not circumvent the station's editorial responsibility.  The nature and tone of the programme were offensive, particularly given the inappropriate time of broadcast.  The complaint was upheld.
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