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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Jonathan Derham  Ref: 193/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TG4
	'Pop4'
	10 October 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Derham's complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency), of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a music video broadcast during the programme 'Pop4'.  The complainant was appalled to view what he believes was a pornographic pop video at 6.30 p.m. in the evening while having tea with his wife and two children.  The scene was set in a dance studio and the female dancers were wearing black thong type suits.  The camera-work was deliberately sexually orientated.  It was disgraceful and quite unacceptable for the time slot broadcast.  The complainant asserts that music is important to children, but as they are so impressionable, we have to be careful.  We all have a duty of care to them until they are old enough to rationalise information for themselves.  In future TG4 should screen all music videos before they are aired.  The particular video at the basis of this complaint was really quite unacceptable and certainly not wholesome family entertainment.

The complainant acknowledges that 'Pop4' broadcast an edited version of the video.  However that does not remove the fact that what was shown remained highly questionable from the point of view of decency and appropriateness for the target audience.

Stations Response:

TG4 states that 'Pop4' is a weekly pop music show that contains a run down of that week's charts.  The item complained of is a 27" clip from the video of that week's number one song, 'Call on Me' by Eric Prydz.

This video comprises various sequences of a women's dance/aerobics troupe inter-cut with sequences of Eric Prydz singing.  TG4 was aware that the original video version of the song was the subject of some adverse criticism.  Accordingly, and also aware of the broadcast time and audience profile of 'Pop4', TG4 broadcast a highly edited version.  The specially cut 27" sequence was in the station's view suitable and the shortest possible version they could put to air.  They are aware that other televised chart shows on other networks have used longer or the full version of the video, in some cases at a much earlier time that TG4.

TG4 does not consider this cut version of the pop video to be offensive or unsuitable or an infringement of taste and decency.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Mr. Jonathan Derham.  The Commission was of the view that TG4 did infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  While the station may have only broadcast an edited version of the video, the content of what was broadcast was considered to be overtly sexual and totally inappropriate for the time of broadcast.  In the Commission's opinion, broadcasting content of a sexually explicit nature given the likelihood of children being in the audience was offensive.  The complaint was upheld.
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