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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Peter Kennedy  Ref: 194/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	'Up for the Match'
	11 September 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Kennedy's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an interview with Sonia O'Sullivan on the programme 'Up for the Match'.  The complainant asserts that one could easily have got the impression that this programme was in honour of Sonia O'Sullivan.  A large section of the programme was given to extracts of previous wins by her.  This had nothing to do with hurling, which is what the programme was all about!  Also, the programme should be fair to both sides i.e. Cork & Kilkenny.  If the complainant were from Kilkenny, he would have been very upset at what was happening.  This programme has always been an important part of 'All-Ireland' weekend, where people closely related to hurling are recalled etc., by guests who have perhaps played for the teams in previous years.  However, what occurred was a case of blatant manipulation by a small group of interests/people to give Sonia O'Sullivan a very high profile on the programme.

Stations Response:

RTÉ states that, as is customary, the programme 'Up for the Final' featured contributors from the two counties contesting the final.  The finalist line-up in 2004 was the same as that in 2003.  Therefore, the production team was faced with putting together a list of contributors similar to that of the previous year.  A decision was taken to widen the brief of the programme by including an interview with Sonia O'Sullivan about her athletic achievements.  How this could have been unfair to Kilkenny hurling supporters is not clear. 

RTÉ also state that 'Up for the Match' is not a news and current affairs programme.  Therefore, the section 24(a)(impartiality) obligation does not apply.  The programme is manifestly an entertainment programme based around a sports event.  On this basis, the BCC should not accept this complaint for adjudication.  Leaving aside this matter, RTÉ is confident that there is no basis for this complaint.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Peter Kennedy.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not breach Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  The Commission had regard to the fact that all the interviews in the programme were conducted in an impartial and fair manner.  One would have expected the interviewees to be from the two counties in the final.  Also, the fact that they were not GAA players was irrelevant.  This was no evidence of editorial bias in this programme.  The complaint was not upheld.
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