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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Sinéad Comiskey   Ref: 195/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2
	'The Full Irish'
	15 September 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Ms. Comiskey's complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to comments made by the presenter, Ryan Tubridy, during his programme 'The Full Irish'.  On the 8.30 a.m. news bulletin, a story was broadcast regarding the skinning of a cat by art students in Canada.  The presenter spent the next half hour intermittently imitating the cat by saying 'meow, please don't skin me' and 'it hurts so much when you skin me'.  Mr. Tubridy seemed overcome with the hilarity of his witty response to the brutal torture and killing of a live creature.  She again tuned into 'The Full Irish' the following morning to hear Mr. Tubridy refer to the hunting ban in England with the comment 'I am delighted that the filthy felines will live to see another day'.  She is appalled and deeply offended that a national broadcaster would promote cruelty as an acceptable topic for attempts at humour.  She has not listened since to the programme as she could not bear to subject herself to a possible repetition.

It is a commonly held view that there are some subjects which are unsuitable as topics for banter or light relief on the public airwaves.  The complainant believes that the torture to death of an animal is one of those subjects.  She also asserts that as an evolving society, we are constantly evaluating and re-evaluating what is acceptable on the grounds of taste and decency.  She believes that we are obliged as individuals and as a society to object to, and restrict the broadcast of, material which demeans us and retards our development.

Stations Response:

RTÉ states that it was clear that at all times the presenter was only joking and did not intend the audience to take him seriously.  The style of the programme is light-hearted and 'jokey' with constant humorous responses to 'straight' topics.  No offence is intended.  The audience for the programme is aware of the style and does not take offence, understanding the programme to be a 'bit of fun' starting the day.  

It is not the intention of the programme to encourage cruelty to animals in any way.  The production team knows its audience and knows that such remarks would be taken as jokes.  

RTÉ regrets that Ms. Comiskey took offence.  RTÉ Editorial management has spoken to the production team and advised them that some members of their audience are taking offence at what is intended to be humorous remarks about animals and has advised the production team to tone down their remarks.

This complaint is made with reference to taste & decency.  The broadcaster cannot see how the broadcast infringed this requirement in any regard.  Humour often walks a tightrope in regard to taste and decency and sometimes causes offence.  Humorists have to be given space to explore feelings and attitudes.  RTÉ is of the opinion that for the Commission to restrict what can be broadcast in humour on taste and decency considerations would be a considerable inhibition on the rights of expression of humour.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Ms. Sinéad Comiskey.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  The Commission accept that humour often walks a tightrope in regard to taste and decency.  However, in this case the butt of the humour, that of the live skinning of a cat, was unsuitable for broadcast at that time.  The Commission was of the opinion that including humour that was based on cruelty to animals was inappropriate and offensive.  The complaint was upheld.
BCC Complaint Decisions, January 2005

1/2

[image: image1.jpg]