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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Peter Kennedy Ref. No 223/04
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 1 TV
	6.01 News
	23 September 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Kennedy’s complaint, under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to a question put to Minister Brian Cowen by Bryan Dobson in relation to the UN and Iraq.  The question put to Mr. Cowen was as follows:

“Is it not case that the United Nations was seriously damaged by the way events have evolved in Iraq over the last year and a half, when the United Nations is seen to be powerless, impotent and forced to stand on the sidelines”  

Mr. Kennedy believes this question was inappropriate and extremely unfair to the UN because the UN did not give its support to the invasion of Iraq by the USA and the UK and, therefore, the UN is not responsible for the ongoing lawless and disastrous situation in Iraq.  Mr. Kennedy wonders if Bryan Dobson was not aware of this fact or did he pretend to forget that the USA and UK invaded Iraq without the sanction of the UN.  Perhaps this is why the situation in Iraq seems to create a scenario that to achieve peace is a powerless and impotent idea at present and that we are all forced to stand on the sidelines as a result of the illegal invasion of Iraq. 

Mr. Kennedy believes this infringed the Act under impartiality.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ, in its response, states that this is Mr. Kennedy’s fifth complaint so far this year.  He argues that Mr. Dobson should have known that it was the USA and the UK that invaded Iraq and that the invasion had not been sanctioned by the UN.  RTÉ state that Mr. Dobson did indeed know the facts behind the invasion of Iraq.  His question was a perfectly legitimate one to put to the Minister for Foreign Affairs.  Most reputable commentators have claimed that the invasion by the American and British forces, without multilateral approval by the United Nations, did indeed damage the UN.  The question, therefore, was perfectly reasonable to put to Mr. Cowen, especially as he was about to address the General Assembly of the United Nations when this interview took place.  It showed neither a lack of knowledge of world affairs nor any editorial bias.  

RTÉ believes there is no evidence whatsoever to sustain Mr. Kennedy’s thesis that there was a failure to achieve impartiality in the broadcast.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Peter Kennedy.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not breach Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  The question was factual and its inclusion in the interview was perfectly acceptable.  The interview was conducted in a fair and balanced manner with no evidence of editorial bias.  The complaint was not upheld.
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