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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mrs. Margaret McCarthy – Ref No. 236/04

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Spin 1038
	'Spin Talk'
	12 November 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mrs. McCarthy's complaint under Section 24 (2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a discussion on the programme 'Spin Talk'.  She objects to the explicit sexual nature of the discussion given the time of the broadcast.  It was her nine year old daughter that tuned into the station, as she considers that it plays good 'pop' music.  The conversation between the presenters included discussions on a diamond studded vibrator for Victoria Beckham and on various aspects of 'threesomes'.  In the complainant's opinion, the discussion she heard was not a serious discussion on the subjects.  In addition, she believes that a discussion on sex and sexuality should either take place at a later hour or on a programme geared towards mature adults and should be presented in a serious manner.

Station’s Response:

Spin 1038 states that the programme in question was presented by Jack Kincaid and Ali Pearse.  Each Friday on 'Spin Talk', 'The Gender Agenda' is a regular feature.  This section is heavily promoted as a sex and relationship feature.  Warning messages are consistently broadcast around this feature, which alert listeners to an open and frank discussion on sex and sexuality.  Younger listeners and parents with children are also encouraged to tune out while the discussion takes place.

The programme in question did include an interview with a sex and relationship expert from England regarding threesomes.  It is not Spin 1038's intention to offend and the station's coverage of items like this one tends to be scheduled within the Friday segment of the show – which is clearly and repeatedly flagged as dealing with sex and relationship issues.  The station would like to apologise to Ms. McCarthy for any offence caused.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission upheld the complaint made by Mrs. Margaret McCarthy.  The Commission was of the view that Spin 1038 did infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  The main sexual topic of discussion was 'threesomes'.  The Commission was of the opinion that given the content of this programme together with the flippant presentation style, the broadcast time was totally inappropriate.  The airing of warnings that the content of the programme is of an adult nature does not circumvent the broadcaster's editorial responsibilities.  The nature and tone of the programme were offensive, particularly given the inappropriate time of broadcast.  The complaint was upheld.
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