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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Claud Carr – Ref No. 238/04

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TV3
	'Snatch'
	14 November 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Carr's complaint under Section 24 (2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the film 'Snatch'.  He believes the language and violent content made the film unsuitable for broadcast.  

The 'f' word was repeated every few minutes and violence of one sort or another seemed the order of the night, including a scene where two dogs chased an unfortunate hare to end in a kill.

With reference to the airing of 'warnings', a viewer may enter a room during a film and are subject to this so called entertainment.  The complainant believes that if there are people who really want to hear such language, and see such violence, it should be kept till after midnight when most viewers have retired to bed.

Station’s Response:

TV3 states that the time at which the film was transmitted (post watershed) together with the stations broadcast of a warning about the adult nature of the film, making reference to bad language, provided viewers with the opportunity to choose to watch, or not to watch, the film.  

The station did ensure that viewers could exercise their own discretion as to whether they should or should not view this material.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Claud Carr.  The Commission was of the view that TV3 did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  The film in question was aired during the night-time schedule and it was preceded by warnings about the content.  The broadcast of this film was within acceptable standards.  The complaint was not upheld.
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