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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Peter Kennedy – Ref No. 245/04

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	'6.01 News' & '9 o'clock News'
	14 November 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Kennedy's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a report on an American assault on the city of Fallujah in Iraq, and in particular, the report by Fiona Mitchell.  During the report, she did not mention how many on the Iraqi side died.  The footage shown was the exact same as that shown on other channels.  However, these channels also reported on the numbers of Iraqis killed.  The complainant believes it is highly unlikely that Fiona Mitchell read the report and said that the figure of 1200 dead is unimportant!

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states that the report was a factually accurate account of what was happening in Iraq.  It was presented in an impartial and objective manner without any editorialising by the journalist.  Mr. Kennedy's complaint is that similar reporting on other channels, which used the same visual material, made reference to '1200 Iraqis who died'.  By inference he is alleging that RTÉ excluded this information and in doing so failed to be impartial in its reporting.  It is RTÉ's view that the report as broadcast fulfilled all requirements and that the exclusion of some information broadcast on other channels is not relevant.

The news report was impartial and objective.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Peter Kennedy.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a).  The report in question was presented in a fair and balanced manner.  It was a factual report, detailing the situation on the ground in Fallujah.  There was no evidence of editorial bias in this report.  The complaint was not upheld.
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