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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Ms. Patricia Kavanagh – Ref No. 246/04

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2
	'The Panel'
	25 October 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Ms. Kavanagh's complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a comment made by a guest, Mr. Ryan Tubridy, during a broadcast of the programme 'The Panel'.  Mr. Tubridy compared a 'woman who breastfed in public' to a person 'pissing on the street'.  The complainant found this comparison snide and offensive and lacking in taste and decency.  She believes it is unacceptable that individual broadcasters are entitled to air personal discriminatory and prejudiced opinions on such a personal matter as breastfeeding on the national airwaves.  She understands that women who breastfeed in public are protected from discriminatory comments and behaviour under the Equal Status Act, 2000.

The complainant states that the programme is pre-recorded, before a live audience, some hours before it is screened.  Therefore, while the views expressed where those of Mr. Tubridy, the complainant believes RTÉ as the broadcaster is in turn responsible.

The complainant also states that she fully supports the freedom of expression and upholds the right of everyone, including Mr. Tubridy, to express their personal views.  What she strongly objects to is RTÉ providing Mr. Tubridy with a platform to air what are distorted and perverted views in relation to public breastfeeding to a very wide audience.  Unlike RTÉ, she would not describe the discussion on the programme on this issue as 'a lighted hearted exchange of banter'.

She believes that expressing the opinion that a woman breastfeeding would put you off your food, and likening it to a man pissing in public, constitutes a breach of common decency and would in the opinions of most reasonable people be considered to be in very poor taste indeed.  In the complainant's opinion it is unacceptable that an expression of views that can only be described as offensive and discriminatory can be masked in the guise of supposed 'humour' and tolerated and, indeed, defended because they were said in the context of a comedy show.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states 'The Panel' is a comedy programme where a group of five panellists along with a number of guests are recorded entertaining a live audience in the Viacr Street auditorium.  It is a light-hearted humorous programme that treats its subject matter in an irreverent manner.  Ryan Tubridy was one of the guests on the programme on 25 October.  In the course of the interview with Mr. Tubridy he was asked about his views on political correctness.  A reference was made to a previous expressed opinion of Mr. Tubridy on 'The Full Irish' radio programme, which had been referred to in an interview in the 'RTÉ Guide', where he had been critical of women breastfeeding in public.  There was an exchange of banter in which one of the panellists said that he disagreed with Mr. Turbridy's views on breastfeeding.  The whole exchange lasted less than a minute.  The context was that Mr. Tubridy's view was that polical correctness had become excessive.  It is important to state that it was not a serious discussion.  'The Panel' is a comedy programme and the introduction of Mr. Tubridy's views on breastfeeding were part of the light-hearted exchange of banter.

RTÉ does not endorse Mr. Tubridy's views on breastfeeding.  However, it does endorse the right of freedom of expression.  Mr. Tubridy is entitled to express his views, whether RTÉ agrees with him or not.  In the particular context of a comedy show where other panellists expressed their opposition to Mr. Tubridy, RTÉ cannot see how any infringement of taste and decency can have taken place.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Patricia Kavanagh.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  The nature of this programme is comedy and the tone of the discussions can at times be irreverent.  In the programme of 25 October, the Commission was of the view that the short discussion on breastfeeding was in such a tone.  In this context, the comment made by Mr. Tubridy was considered to be innocuous.  Other members of the panel questioned his opinion during the light-hearted banter that ensued.  Such a discussion was within the audience's expectations and was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was not upheld.
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