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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Peter Kennedy – Ref No. 248/04

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Today with Pat Kenny'
	10 November 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Kennedy's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an interview between the presenter and Rev. Jesse Jackson.  Ireland's position on Iraq was being discussed.  Pat Kenny suggested to Rev. Jackson that Ireland's position was 'an honourable position', to which, in the complainant's opinion, Rev. Jackson said 'yes'.  Mr. Kennedy believes that this description by Pat Kenny was inappropriate for him to say.  Rev. Jackson is an experienced civil rights campaigner.  He is concerned for all the suffering in Iraq caused by the war.  He had just been through the United States elections, followed by a long trip to participate in the debate on the programme.

Also, the 100,000 Irish citizens who marched against the war would not consider it an 'honourable tightrope decision', and neither would the relations of the 100,000 Iraqi people who have died.  Mr. Kennedy strenuously objects to the insertion of the word 'honourable' by the presenter as being inappropriate, careless and insensitive.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ states Pat Kenny in his programme on 10 November conducted an informed and impartial interview with the American politician Rev. Jesse Jackson.  The interview was objective and impartial.  Mr. Kennedy's perception of bias by Mr. Kenny is not based on anything that was broadcast.  Mr. Kennedy's 'evidence' of bias revolves around a section of the interview where Rev. Jackson described the conflicting considerations which the Irish government had to take into account in deciding to allow American military aircraft on the way to Iraq to refuel at Shannon airport.  Rev. Jackson said that he understood the tightrope the Taoiseach had to walk between concerns for US investment in Ireland and support for a United Nations mandated response to Saddam Hussein.  Pat Kenny at this point asked Rev. Jackson if he considered this 'an honourable tightrope?'.  Rev. Jackson responded that he thought it was.  The question was completely neutral and was designed to seek Rev. Jackson's opinion.  It did not reflect any view of Mr. Kenny's.  

This programme fulfilled all statutory requirements in regard to impartiality and objectivity.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Peter Kennedy.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not breach Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  The interview conducted by Pat Kenny was fair and balanced.  There was no evidence of editorial bias at any point in this broadcast.  The complaint was not upheld.
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