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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Aodan Fullam 


Ref. No. 109/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	'Tubridy Tonight'
	6 May 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Fullam's complaint, under Section 24 (2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an interview with Mr. Tommy Tiernan on the 'Tubridy Tonight' programme of 6 May last.  The complainant saw no fun whatsoever in his performance.  He used some form of the 'F' word six times and got clapped each time (probably led by a programme clapper).  When asked about Americans, he replied, 'fattest fuckers in the world' and he passed some snide remarks about Tánaiste, Mary Harney, T.D.  The complainant expects a decent standard from the National T.V. station.

Station Response:

RTÉ submits that Mr. Tommy Tiernan is currently Ireland's most popular comedian if one is to judge by his DVD sales and tickets for his live shows.  Someone can be the most popular comedian in the country and yet a complainant can find nothing humorous in his performance.  But to be fair to Mr. Fullam his objections are to the use of expletives by Mr. Tiernan.

RTÉ recognises that a proportion of the audience do not wish under any circumstances to hear language on air which they regard as offensive.  Yet there is another section of the audience who are entirely unconcerned about the use of language.  Ireland attempts to cater for both sections of the audience.  This means that space is found for Tommy Tiernan.  RTÉ would ask the section of the audience who do not approve of Mr. Tiernan to avoid watching him, or to accept that in the interests of freedom of expression they may hear language that offends them.  There can be few members of the audience who are unaware of the style of presentation of Tommy Tiernan.  It was indicated in the promos before the transmission and was highlighted at the beginning of the programme that Mr. Tiernan was due to appear.  Mr. Fullam could have simply chosen not to watch Mr. Tiernan.  

RTÉ recognises that standards need to be maintained.  However, they feel that in the circumstances of the time of transmission, well after the beginning of the watershed, and the audience's familiarity with Mr. Tiernan's humour the station believes that the inclusion of Mr. Tiernan in 'Tubridy Tonight' was justified.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The style and content of Mr. Tommy Tiernan's humour is well-known.  In this particular interview, the Commission was of the opinion that Mr. Tiernan's humour and language was reasonably moderated for the programme in question.  The Commission was of the view that the interview was conducted in an easy-going, conversational style.  The tone was at all times good-natured and mild-mannered.  The Commission would acknowledge that a broadcaster must exercise due care with the use of swearing.  In this particular interview, the Commission was of the view that the presenter did facilitate a controlled and moderated interview with Mr. Tiernan.  Given that the programme is aimed at an adult audience and the restrained and mild-manner tone of the piece, the content of this particular broadcast was within acceptable standards and unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme-Makers' Guidelines') of the Broadcasting Act 2001.

The Commission did note the time of broadcast.  The Members would draw the broadcasters attention to the graduation period referred to in its 'Programme-Makers' Guidelines'.  While the language and humour was moderated on this occasion, the broadcaster should consider broadcasting interviews which they know could contain swearing/offensive language to a later time slot, thereby ensuring adherence to the 'graduation period' referred to in the guide.
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