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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Kevin Conry


Ref. No. 117/06
	Station: 
 
	Advertisement:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ 2FM
	'Gerry Ryan Show'
	8 May 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Conry's complaint, under Sections 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) and (f)(slander) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a discussion with a caller about how Catholics should respond to the film 'The Da Vince Code' during a broadcast of the 'Gerry Ryan Show'.  The presenter referred to Jesus as a 'Palestinian Terrorist'.  The complainant found this comment to be extremely offensive, inaccurate and blasphemous.  If Gerry Ryan's personal view is that Jesus was a terrorist he should not be allowed to use the National airwaves to espouse it and offend thousand of Catholics in the process. 

Station's Response:

RTÉ submit in the course of the discussion on the subject of the movie 'The Da Vinci Code', a caller 'Pat' to the programme explained his views how practicing Catholics should not go to see the movie because it mocked people's faith.  Gerry Ryan conducted a gentle interview with 'Pat', giving him a lot of space to express his views.  Two other callers, 'Clare' and 'Dave' also contributed to the discussion.  The whole discussion was polite and respectful.  At one stage in the interview the presenter made the remark 'If Jesus were sitting here he'd be pretty disappointed at how bleak you think the faith issue is, debate is at the very core of what He did.  This guy (Jesus) was a Palestinian terrorist'.  The point that Gerry Ryan was making was that Jesus in his time stood out against Roman authorities and was an outsider, i.e. not a member of the Establishment and that he favoured debate.  Gerry Ryan was putting to 'Pat' that encouraging people not to go and see the movie did not contribute to debate, but merely cemented blind faith.  Both the book and the movie were works of fiction and surely would not undermine anyone's faith. 

In RTÉ's view the use of the term 'Palestinian terrorist' was perfectly legitimate and that its use was made in order to stimulate debate and analysis.  'Pat', the interviewee understood this perfectly and immediately claimed that the term was not accurate as Jesus had rejected the politically militant and had turned away from the Palestinian cause of fighting against the Romans.  Gerry Ryan came back to clarify what he meant, that 'Jesus had disfuctionalised the Roman authorities'.

RTÉ does not accept that this interview breached any statutory obligation.  It was a calm, intelligent interview, with a member of the public given ample opportunity to express his views.  At no stage during the interview did the presenter attempt to impose his views on 'Pat'.  He asked civil questions in a polite manner.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The discussion in question related to the film 'The Da Vinci Code'.  A caller to the programme said Catholics should not go to see the film as the content is offensive to the Catholic Faith.  The presenter, Gerry Ryan, questioned and challenged the views of the caller.  In doing so, he did refer to Jesus as a 'Palestinian Terrorist'.  However, he qualified this question shortly afterwards and the caller to the programme responded and challenged the presenter on the issue.  The Commission is of the view that the question must be taken in context.  This was a live discussion in which views and opinions were challenged and discussed.  While the Commission would acknowledge that the question could have been worded differently, the tone was serious and considerate.  It was evident that the question was asked to elicit information and not to cause offence.  

In the context of the live discussion, the Commission was of the opinion that the intent of the presenter was to generate debate and discussion and not to cause offence.  The tone of the discussion was at all times respectful and mild-mannered.  There was no evidence of gratuitously offensive content.  In relation to the assertion of slander, the Commission noted that at no stage were allegations made directly against the complainant, or any assertion made, which constituted an attack on the complainant's honour or reputation.  Therefore, the broadcasting regulation concerning slander does not apply.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme-Makers' Guidelines') of the Broadcasting Act 2001.
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