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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaints made by: Mr. Shipley

Ref. Nos. 87/06 & 88/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	Morning Ireland

Today with Pat Kenny
	30 March 2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Shipley’s complaints, under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refer to the Samuel Becket “Tribute” broadcast on the 'Morning Ireland' programme and then again on the 'Today with Pat Kenny' show.  No warning was given about it regarding the content.  He immediately telephoned the programme to request the broadcast be censored as it contained inappropriate and foul language.  This request was totally ignored as the same uncensored recording was broadcast again.

He was deeply offended and outraged by the cavalier and callous approach to standards of decency by a publicly funded national broadcaster and he does not pay his licence fee to be subjected to inappropriate and foul language.  It was utterly reprehensible to allow this premeditated broadcast to take place, which was entirely preventable, by either omitting the language in question or not broadcasting it at all. 

The broadcast of such language is totally unacceptable at any time but especially during peak daytime listening hours.

Station’s Response:
RTÉ states that the occasion of these broadcasts was the formal launch of a festival to commemorate the centenary of the birth of Samuel Beckett.  The principal guest speaker was Bono.  He was asked by the Chairman of the Festival to compose and deliver what was described as a “pastiche of Beckett’s works”.  This was understood to mean using the style of Beckett to comment on contemporary life.

RTÉ further states that because of the importance of the occasion, the eminence of the performer and the artistic merit of the piece, they decided to broadcast the performance in its entirety.  RTÉ do not either censor or bowdlerise what it considers to be works of art.  The material contained one use of the word “prick” and one use of the word “fuck”.  Whilst RTÉ do not, in general, wish to see such words broadcast there is no absolute ban.  Programme-makers are asked to take into account the context in which such language is used.  On this occasion, it is RTÉ’s view that the editors and producers responsible for the two programmes made the correct decision in including the full contribution of Bono to the festival launch.  RTÉ does not accept that the programme broadcast in a gratuitously offensive manner.

The audiences for these programmes are overwhelmingly serious adult audiences whose expectations are that RTÉ will maintain high standards of speech.  An occasional inclusion of language which is offensive to some listeners may be justified if the context of the broadcast allows it.  On 30th March, after careful consideration, a decision was taken to broadcast the full performance of Bono.  He had been asked to compose a piece in the style of Beckett.  Beckett’s own use of language is earthy.  For RTÉ to have censored Bono’s composition would have gone entirely against the spirit of the man being honoured.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcasts, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The items complained of relate to two broadcasts of Bono's address at the launch of the Beckett festival.  The Commission noted that Bono's piece was written in the style of Beckett.  The Commission would acknowledge broadcasters need to exercise care with the use of swearing/offensive language.  However, on this occasion the Commission was of the view that in the context of the language and style of the piece, the words were not used in a gratuitous manner nor were they used to offend.  Also, the audience for this programme is predominantly adult.  The Commission was of the view that the item would not cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency, pursuant to RTÉ's 'Programme-Makers' Guidelines') of the Broadcasting Act 2001.  

The Commission would add, although the audiences for these programmes are predominantly adult, it is likely that there could be children in the audience given the time of broadcast.  Therefore, in future it would be advisable if the broadcaster warned the listener about the potential offensive language prior to the airing of such a pre-recorded piece.
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