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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Ms. Alva Fitzgerald                                        Ref. No. 83/09
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Highland Radio
	Highland Radio News
	16 February 2009


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Fitzgerald’s complaint is submitted under 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards: section 3.5.2 undue offence).  The complainant states that there was an item on this news bulletin about the killing of a man apparently by his girlfriend.  The report stated it was his girlfriend who had carried out the specific crimes on his body.   Ms. Fitzgerald objects to the graphic details provided in such a report when the outcome is the death of a person.

Station’s Response:

Highland Radio states that the report in question was in relation to the court appearance of Mrs. Kathleen Mulhall, mother of Linda and Charlotte, the so called “Scissor Sisters” and the murder of her then partner.  The details given in this court report by INN had already received much coverage in all sections of the media on numerous occasions previously, given the gruesome nature of the crime.  
Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint relates to a news report about the Court proceedings in a murder case that day.  The Commission noted the content of the report.  The listener was informed that the Defendant had pleaded guilty to cleaning up a crime scene to conceal evidence.  The news item included a report from the Central Criminal Court:

‘.....Kathleen Mulhall was arrested a year ago after she surrendered voluntarily to the Gardaí.  She was charged in connection with the cleaning up of the scene of the brutal killing after which her boyfriend’s body was cut up and dumped without its head in the Royal Canal.  She appeared emotional today......’
The Commission found that the report was factual and detailed the crime in a moderate and non-graphic manner.  The context of the report was the proceedings in the Courts that day.  The report focussed solely on the proceedings and the presentation informed the listener of the context.  There were no explicit details on how the actual crime itself was committed.  The content was sufficiently moderated for inclusion in a news broadcast.  It was editorially justified and given the programme format of a news broadcast, it was unlikely to cause undue distress.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d) Code of Programme Standards, 3.5 factual programming.
BCC Complaint Decisions, July 2009
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