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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Vivienne Newsome                        Ref. No.114/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV1
	Tubridy Tonight Show
	21 April 2007


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Newsome’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards), refers to a programme promotion for the Ryan Tubridy Show.  The promotion contained the word “shagging” which she states is the popular word for “f**king”.  This promotion was shown at 6.15pm during a break for the evening news.  The promotion is for an adult programme which is broadcast at an adult time.  Therefore, it should not have contained such language during family viewing i.e. 6 15 p.m. in the evening.

The language used was inappropriate for broadcast at a time that would be considered family viewing time.  Ms. Newsome objects to having bad language broadcast into her home.

Station’s Response: 

RTÉ state that the promo referred to by Ms. Newsome contained extracts from previous shows.  One of the extracts was from the comedian Patrick Kielty in which Mr. Kielty is heard to say “Are you shagging that Caith, Kielty?”  

RTÉ regards the term “shagging” as relatively mild and one that is unlikely to cause offence when broadcast during the News at 6pm.  Ms. Newsome states the word “shagging” is slang for “f**king”.  RTÉ believe that this is rather a stark assertion.  Expressions such as “making love” or “being intimate” could just as easily be regarded as equivalent.  There is obviously a scale of acceptability for language.  The Broadcasting Commission of Ireland carried out some research recently into the acceptance of language in respect of the Code of Programme Standards and the word “shagging” did not feature.    
RTÉ regrets that Ms Newsome has been offended; however, the station has not received any other complaints about any broadcast that used the term “shagging”. 
Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The station promotion was for the Tubridy Tonight Show, which is broadcast on Saturday night on RTÉ 1 after the nine o’clock news.  Under the Code of Programme Standards, 3.3.1, broadcasters as a general rule ‘shall have due regard to the appropriateness of, and/or justification for, the inclusion of coarse and/or offensive language in programming’.  In assessing the complaint, the Commission also had regard to the context and the time of broadcast.  

The broadcast item is a promotion for the Tubridy Tonight show and includes six very short clips from previous broadcasts of the show.  The clips are mainly one-liners and include the clip of Pat Kielty in which he uses the word ‘shagging’ as submitted by the complainant.  The Commission was of the opinion that the use of the word had to be taken in context.  On viewing the clip of Mr. Kielty, which is fleeting, it is evident that the line was part of a humorous reply.  The tone and manner was light-hearted, in keeping with the other clips used in the promotion.  The word itself is one that young children are unlikely to comprehend in the circumstances.  Given the context and the inoffensive nature of the word used, the Commission was of the view that promotion was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  

Under the programming codes, a broadcaster is obliged to take due care when scheduling programming with certain content.  As this item was broadcast during the main news bulletins, which attracts mainly an adult audience, it was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  While the scheduling of promotions for adult material can at times be unsuitable for airing in the early evening schedule, the tone and context of the word used determined that such criteria was not applicable to this broadcast item.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 3.3.1 Coarse and Offensive Language of the Code of Programme Standards.    
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