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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Price                               Ref. No.133/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	News at One
	6 May 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Price’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality), (b)(law and order), (d)(taste & decency) and (f)(slander), refers to an interview conducted by Robert Shortt with John Bruton, the EU Ambassador in Washington.  In introducing John Bruton, the presenter described his touring of North America in which “he fielded questions on everything from EU Constitution to.........”  Mr. Price states there is no EU Constitution and there will not be or cannot be until it is acceptable to the citizens of the E.U., most importantly, those who have the right to vote on it in a referendum.  Previous drafts have been rejected.  Mr. Price claims RTÉ is in grave breach of its public service broadcasting role presenting any other position or inference.  We do not have an EU Constitution and John Bruton would be first to acknowledge this.  He could only have fielded questions on a failed and rejected draft European constitution.  Mr. Price questions what he describes as RTÉ’s attempt to rewrite history.
Station’s Response: 

Having listened to the report, RTÉ submitted that there is nothing in it that in any way breaches any obligation.  The report is impartial, objective and fair.  There are no issues relating to decency and there is no threat to law and order.  Mr. Price’s particular objection appears to be to the use of the phrase “EU Constitution”.  Mr. Shortt, in his report, referred to the proposed EU Constitution. He made no claims about this constitution which could be judged to have been in breach of statutory requirements.  

Decision of the Commission:  
The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The report in question dealt with the work being undertaken by Mr. John Bruton, an EU Ambassador, to raise awareness of the EU in the United States.  This included Mr. Bruton visiting ‘the Modern European History Class of Homewood High school, in Birmingham Alabama.  He fielded questions on everything from the EU’s Constitution to supply-side economics and even one on why he entered politics at such a young age’.  The Commission noted that this is the only reference to the European Constitution in the report.  There was no discussion or debate on, or further reference to, such a Constitution.  

Under the Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) a broadcaster must ensure that in its: -
‘broadcast treatment of current affairs, including matters which are either of public controversy or the subject of current public debate, it is fair to all interests concerned and that the broadcast matter is presented in an objective and impartial manner and without any expression of the broadcasters own views.’ 

In this broadcast, the reporter only referred to the European Constitution once and in title only.  There was no debate on the pros and cons of such a constitution.  There was also no reference to its status or discussion on its status.   On hearing this broadcast, there was no evidence of editorial bias.  This complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  

With reference to the categories of law & order, taste & decency and slander, the Commission could not discern from the report the substance and or/relevance of the complaint as submitted by the complainant.  Therefore, these categories do not apply to the complaint as submitted.
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