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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Norah Campeau, Ref. 37/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ TV 1
	‘The Afternoon Show’
	18 February 2005


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Campeau’s complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the showing of a plant in the shape of a man’s genitals.  Lewd comments were made by the presenter with the intention of drawing attention to the resemblance to the male organ.  This was followed by zooming camera shots as if to emphasise the resemblance.  Ms. Campeau considered this inappropriate for daytime television watched by children.  This programme is also broadcast again during a morning slot.  She believes this was extremely tasteless and the three presenters acted in a totally inappropriate and unprofessional manner

Station’s Response:

In their response, RTÉ state that in this part of the ‘Afternoon Show’ Diarmuid Gavin, the well-known gardening programme presenter was a guest and was interviewed by Bláthnaid Ní Chofáigh.  Mr. Gavin’s broadcasting persona includes a slight roguishness allied with mild flirting.  After the main part of the interview he was shown, in a light-hearted manner, three plants and asked to guess which plant belonged to each presenter.  The third of the three plants, which belonged to Bláthnaid Ní Chofáigh, was a cactus plant.  It is the banter around this plant which offended Ms. Campeau.

RTÉ accept that there was humour based around the similarity of the male genitalia, however, the humour was well within what was acceptable.  RTÉ states that the vast majority of viewers would have found the banter simply amusing and, in terms of taste and decency, well within the bounds of what is acceptable.  RTÉ believe the humour was always implied rather than explicit and do not accept that the programme breached acceptable standards in regard to taste and decency.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Campeau.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) pursuant to RTÉ's Programme Makers' Guidelines.  The humour was based on tongue-in-cheek banter between the programmes' guest and the presenter.  It was tacit in nature, light-hearted and inoffensive.  The tone and manner of the piece was considered to be within the expectations of regular viewers to this entertainment programme.  The complaint was rejected.
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