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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Seamus Berry  Ref. 53/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TG4
	‘What I like about you’
	21 March 2005


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Berry’s complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste and decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to an episode of 'What I like About You' which he states dealt substantially with the issue of lesbianism.  In the complainant's view it is inappropriate to deal with a matter of an overtly sexual nature at 18:10 – 'children's’ television time.  It is not the right time of day to discuss an overtly sexual matter such as one’s sexual orientation.  Mr. Berry has younger children who watch this programme and he would prefer to deal with these issue on his own terms and not when TG4 wishes to broadcast a discussion on this subject.

Station’s Response:

TG4 in their response state that the episode complained of by Mr. Berry is about a young girl who lands a job at a music management firm where she finds out her boss is lesbian but has not admitted it to her work colleagues.  The episode unfolds into the moral that telling the truth, and being true to oneself, is always the best policy in business or in personal matters.  TG4 notes that Mr. Berry's complaint is primarily one of the transmission time.  TG4 recognise that while this is definitely a young people’s series, it is not necessarily suitable for primary schoolchildren.  It is, therefore, scheduled for broadcast outside the 'Cúla4' block, after the 6pm daytime watershed and buffered by a weather bulletin. 

It is TG4’s view that this programme is suitable for the time-slot allotted and that it deals with its subject in a refreshing way, stressing that honesty and not success in business or sexual preference is the key to happiness and satisfaction.  TG4 does not consider that this episode or series is in breach of any of the guidelines laid down by the Commission.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Berry.  The Commission was of the view that TG4 did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  The series in question is light-hearted and comedic in nature.  The main thread through this episode was relationships: - how one female character was dealing with the break-up of her relationship and how another female character was getting on with her new boss.  One of the scenes in the programme was based in a lesbian night-club.  There was no discussion on sexual orientation.  The characters in the programme simply went out for the night to a lesbian club.  The humour at all times during this episode was good natured and inoffensive.  The complaint was rejected.
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