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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Ms. Marie Clancy   Ref: 62/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TV3
	'Will and Grace'
	6 April 2005


Complaint Summary:

Ms. Clancy’s complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the programme 'Will and Grace' aired at 6.00pm.  Ms. Clancy states that this episode of 'Will and Grace' showed a heterosexual woman trying to seduce a homosexual man, she sat on his lap and was clearly trying to excite him.  Another section showed a homosexual man in a state of undress.  There was very little left to the imagination.  This was an adult programme shown at 6.00pm.  She was amazed and very disappointed by this broadcast.  As a Montessori teacher, she feels children should be protected from ‘adult’ programmes until they are mature enough.  She further states that the unfortunate murder of Jamie Bulger some years back by two other children, where they claimed they were influenced by “Video Nasties”, proves that children are influenced by what they see.

Station’s Response:
TV3 state that in regards to this episode:-

1.
There was a scene where a woman sat on a man’s lap but all characters in this scene were dressed and the scene was definitively not one of seduction.

2.
There were no sex scenes in this show, no nudity and no graphic detail of any kind.  There was some mild innuendo.  The main characters are two homosexual men and two heterosexual women and the comedy is derived from their interaction.  The show, in common with TV3’s entire schedule, is not aimed at children.  It is worthwhile noting that it is a comedy that meets the very strict criteria for terrestrial television in the U.S.

3.
They fail to see the connection between “Video Nasties” and comedy.  They further state that 6.00pm is traditionally a time for news programmes and the images that can be depicted at the time can be graphic.  

4.
They also state that whilst the Irish Film Censor does not have any ratings for video compilations of this series, the British Board of Film Classification does.  The vast majority of this product is rated as “U” or “PG”.  It is therefore generally acceptable viewing. 

Commission’s Decision:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Ms. Clancy.  The Commission was of the view that TV3 did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  'Will & Grace' is a comedy series which bases a lot of its humour on the relationships of the main characters.  There was no overtly sexual content in this episode.  The humour was tacit in nature, mainly based on innuendo and the interactions between the main characters.  Such content was considered to be within the expectations of the regular audience for this series.  It was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected.
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