[image: image1.jpg](@

Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Patrick Murray  Ref: 64/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ Radio 1
	‘Morning Ireland’
	22 March 2005


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Murray’s complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a report in relation to the deportation of a Nigerian asylum seeker.  Mr. Murray states that the reporter described the asylum seeker as a nineteen year old schoolboy.  He claims that a nineteen or twenty year old is not a boy and therefore was only described as such in order to evoke sympathy.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response reject Mr. Murray’s claim that the use of the term “schoolboy” was inaccurate or that its usage had any editorial significance whatsoever.  Olumkunie Eluhania is attending a secondary school in Dublin, studying for his Leaving Certificate.  The term “schoolboy” is the obvious term to use to describe what he is.  He could have been described as a “pupil studying for his Leaving Certificate” but this would have involved six words where one would have sufficed.  The term “schoolboy” is in everyday usage, easily understood by everyone and which is in itself neutral.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Murray.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).  The asylum seeker was attending school and due to sit his leaving certificate.  Therefore, the statement made in the report was factual and accurate.  This broadcast piece was fair and balanced with no evidence of editorial bias.  The complaint was rejected.
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