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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Sam Clements  Ref: 67/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	NewsTalk 106
	'Off the Ball'
	14 April 2005


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Clements complaint made under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, concerns a lengthy, supposedly whimsical, conversation between the presenter of the programme and a programme panel member.  

For a period of three minutes they engaged in a discussion on 'helmets'.  It was offensive beyond belief.  If a caller had rung in and uttered these comments there would obviously be no issue of bad taste on the part of the station.  To have the presenter, however, engage in, and encourage, such language and content is, Mr. Clements believes, sufficient ground for the BCC to find the station guilty of bad taste.  

Station’s Response:
There was no response submitted by NewsTalk 106.

Commission’s Decision:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Clements.  The Commission was of the opinion that NewsTalk 106 did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  The broadcast piece in question involved boyish banter between the presenter and the panellist.  While the humour may not have been to all tastes, it was harmless.  Also, such banter would be within the expectations of regular listeners to the programme and therefore, unlikely to cause offence.  The complaint was rejected.

The Commission expressed its concern with the lack of response from the broadcaster, Newstalk 106FM, to this complaint.
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