[image: image1.jpg](@

Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Sam Clements  Ref: 68/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	NewsTalk 106
	News bulletin
	15 April 2004


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Clements complaint made under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, concerns the use of a vulgar term during a news report.

A snippet from a previous programme that day was interposed into an item in the news bulletin on the debate on the GAA's rule 42.  A comment uttered by a contributor in a previous programme, Mr. Tom McGurk, in which the term 'arseholery' was used, was spliced into the item in question from the news department.  In the opinion of the complainant, to willingly slice such a disgusting term from a prior programme, into a news item at a later time, is indicative of the latent disregard the station has for some of its listeners, not all of whom condone such bad taste.

Station’s Response:
There was no response submitted by NewsTalk 106.

Commission’s Decision:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Clements.  The Commission was of the opinion that NewsTalk 106 did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  The report on the GAA's rule 42 included the views of Mr. Tom McGurk, who thought the rule should be changed.  The tone and manner of the piece was such that the terminology he used to express his opinion, while not attractive, was unlikely to offend.  The word was not used in a gratuitous manner.  The complaint was rejected.
The Commission expressed its concern with the lack of response from the broadcaster, Newstalk 106FM, to this complaint.
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