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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Gorry   Ref: 95/05
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	TV3
	'Will and Grace'
	17th, 18th and 19th May 2005


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Gorry’s complaint under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to the programme 'Will and Grace' aired at 6.00pm.  Mr. Gorry states the programme ‘Will & Grace’ is of an adult nature, i.e. its content is filled with sexual reference and innuendo and not suitable for the viewing audience at that time.  It is receiving complaints in America, even though it is aired at 8.00pm.  Children view television at this time.  He enquires if parents are aware of the actual content of this show their children are viewing unaccompanied.

Station’s Response:
TV3 responded to a similar complaint against Will & Grace (Ref No. 62/05).  The complainant was happy for his complaint to be considered by the Board together with this one.

Commission’s Decision:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Gorry.  The Commission was of the view that TV3 did not infringe Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency).  'Will & Grace' is a comedy series which bases a lot of its humour on the relationships of the main characters.  The humour was tacit in nature, mainly based on innuendo and the interactions between the main characters.  Also, given the target audience of the broadcaster, the Commission was of the view that such broadcast items would be within acceptable standards for the regular audience of TV3 at that time and, therefore, unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected.
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