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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Brendan Price, Ref: 39/04

Station:

  Programme:


Date:

RTÉ Radio 1

 'Mooney Goes Wild'

14 February 2004

Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Price’s complaint, under Sections 24(2)(a)(impartiality) and (b)(law & order) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to an interview with the Director of Dublin Zoo.  Mr. Price claims this was, yet again, uncontested coverage and promotion of the zoo by RTÉ despite the concerns of many listeners and the diversity of views on the subject.  The Director explained Dublin Zoo’s Valentines promotion and with respect to breeding he did declare a practice of careful forward planning and placement of animals.  This, Mr. Price claims, was not the case in the past as borne out by two Government enquiries.  RTÉ have a duty to report on Zoo matters in a balanced way and accommodate the diversity of view – again, Mr. Price claims, RTÉ do not do this and indeed regularly broadcast one sided promotions only.

Mr. Price states a second more erudite point arose in a discussion on sexual dimorphism, in which panellist, Dr. Richard Collins, advised the presenter, Mr. Derek Mooney, and listeners he “would not pay too much attention to that” – the laws governing monogamy in this State, alluding to them as only guidance systems.  Mr. Price believes that while Dr. Collins is free to pursue his argument for polygamy based on sexual dimorphism, where the male is bigger, he is not free to use the national broadcasting station to advocate ignoring the law.  He also claims that Dr. Collins was scientifically incorrect in his argument that sexual dimorphism is not synonymous with larger males nor is it synonymous with polygamy.  As an expert, Dr. Collins should know the male is generally larger, monogamous, loyal and faithful.  Mr. Price states that advocating ignoring the law of the land on monogamy, is to invite public disorder and chaos. Mr. Price believes this broadcast was an infringement of impartiality and law and order.

Stations Response:

In their reply RTÉ note this is the 13th complaint submitted by Mr. Price in the last six months.  Nine of these complaints were specifically against the one programme, ‘Mooney Goes Wild’.  In contrast to Mr. Price’s critique of the series, RTÉ has received many compliments about the programme from listeners who clearly enjoy the way in which the programme covers animal and wildlife issues.

Referring to Mr. Price’s complaint, RTÉ state that the interview with the Director of Dublin Zoo was about a promotion for the zoo and was based around animal couples, as it was Valentine’s Day.  While Mr. Price believes the interview should have been about the management of the zoo, RTÉ maintain that the item, as broadcast, was impartial and objective.

Referring to Mr. Price’s second point that the programme breached statutory requirement in terms of law and order, RTÉ claim this was a light hearted remark by Dr. Richard Collins.  He did not suggest that people should break the law or that they should engage in polygamy.  Dr. Collins’ linking of sexual dimorphism and polygamous behaviour in animals is also objected to by Mr. Price.  In the programme, Dr. Collins said that species in which the males are much larger than females tend to be polygamous, that size results from an evolutionary “arms race” between males competing for access to females.  The bigger a male is the more easily he can see off the opposition etc., RTÉ reject Mr. Price’s claim in regard to Dr. Collins and furthermore state that how such an expression of views as Dr. Collins’ could be interpreted to suggest that the programme was advocating breaking the law beggars belief. 

Decision of the Commission

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) in the interview with the Director of Dublin Zoo.  This interview was informative and related to animal couples and their habits.  Given the day in question, such a light-hearted, but educational, piece on the animal couples one could see on a day trip to the zoo was appropriate and within acceptable broadcasting standards.  There was no evidence of editorial bias.  The Commission also found that the second part of Mr. Price's complaint regarding comments by Dr. Richard Collins, in connection with the laws governing monogamy, did not breach the Broadcasting Act, 2001, Section (2)(b)(law and order).  Again, this was an informative piece, the subject matter of which was dealt with in a fair and balanced manner.  Dr. Collin's one witty remark on the laws governing monogamy could not be construed as an incitement to listeners to break the law.  The complaint was rejected.
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