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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Michael Johnston, Ref: 40/04

Station:
Programme:




Date:

WLR FM 
'Rude Awakening' 



4 March 2004



'Deise AM'




8 March 2004



'Homecoming of Chris Doran


9 March 2004



'Rude Awakening'



12 March 2004

Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Johnston's complaint under Sections 24(2)(a)(impartiality), (b)(taste & decency) and (f)(slander), of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to insulting and mocking remarks about the people of Achill made on the morning show by presenters Timmy and Nicola.  Mr. Johnston claims the remarks depicted the people of Achill as primitive people by saying "if the people of Achill saw a crowd they would throw flowers at them".  The insinuation being that Achill people are a primitive people in a primitive land.  The context of these remarks was the arrival in Achill of Chris Doran and James Kilbane, the two finalists in the 'You're A Star' contest and the large crowd that turned out to greet them.  Mr. Johnston believes WLR FM should have treated the two contestants with the same warm greeting that they received in Achill when both men made their way to Waterford.  This was not the case however and Mr. Johnston believes James Kilbane was treated in a biased manner.  All of the promotion for their visit to Waterford was focused on Chris Doran without any mention of James Kilbane.  This, despite Mr. Johnston contacting the station to inform them that Chris Doran and James Kilbane would arrive in Waterford together.  The station also refused to play James Kilbane's song when requested to do so by a listener.  Because of this biased treatment, Mr. Johnston sent an email of protest to WLR FM on the 2nd March and he also sent a copy to Mid-West Radio.  As a result he subsequently took part in the 'Tommy Marren' show on Mid-West Radio and a representative of WLR FM was also due to take part but failed to do so.  'The Star' newspaper also contacted him as they received a copy of the email from Mid West Radio.  He informed them he had nothing to add to the report.  An article appeared in 'The Star' on 6th March.  On the 7th March Chris Doran was proclaimed the winner of the contest and the following day on the 'Deise AM' programme several emails were read out and the presenter referred to the senders as begrudgers.  He then stated that they must have come from "one of the eleven people from Achill living in Waterford".  Mr. Johnston believes this remark singled him out, as it was known in Waterford that he had taken issue with WLR FM, as most people would have read the article in 'The Star'.  He claims this was a malicious and distorted remark and would be an incitement to hatred.  He further claims that the remarks by Billy McCarthy inferred he had a vendetta against Chris Doran instead of his complaint against WLR FM.  Furthermore, Mr. Johnston states that two other presenters on WLR FM, Elaine Power and Geoff Harris also made remarks on subsequent programmes, which singled him out and also made a skit of the people of Achill.  

Stations Response:

WLR FM in their response state that while they were 100% behind local man Chris Doran they were at all time courteous to James Kilbane.  The reason they did not play his song was that they did not have a copy at the time of the request.  However, they also state that playing it in the run up to the final would have been akin to playing the Kilkenny supporters song if Waterford were about to meet them in an All Ireland final.  WLR FM also state that up to breakfast time on Tuesday morning they did not know whether or not James Kilbane would be with Chris Doran.  Once it was confirmed, however, reference was made on-air from approximately 09.15 to 13.00.  Over 1500 people turned out to greet them and having been introduced to the crowd by presenter Geoff Harris, they both received a rapturous reception.  Geoff Harris also interviewed James Kilbane after the gig and this was the first item on his show that evening.  Mr. McCarthy states he makes no apology for the fact that his support was for Chris Doran as he felt he was the best singer and the one he wished to see go forward to represent Ireland.  Mr. McCarthy states that WLR FM was unaware of the existence of Mr. Johnston until they received a "to whom it concerns" letter from him on March 5th.  This letter was the source of his remarks about "the one of eleven people in Waterford from Achill".  He further states that he did not state on air that Mr. Johnston was the source of that information nor was any reference made to him on air at any time.  The remarks by Elaine Power from the open top bus, on which Chris Doran arrived home in triumph, were made in jest.  WLR FM refutes all of Mr. Johnston's assertions.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Johnston.  The Commission was of the view that the programmes did not infringe Sections 24(2)(a),(b) and (f) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The various programmes complained of dealt with the 'You're a Star' contest in a light and humorous manner.  One would expect WLR FM to be on 'Chris Doran's side'.  There was no evidence in the broadcasts of any disrespect being shown to the people of Achill, the complainant or James Kilbane.  The banter was good humoured and inoffensive.  The complaint was rejected.
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