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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Brendan Price, Ref: 41/04

Station:

   Programme:


Date:

RTÉ Radio 1

  'Mooney Goes Wild'

21 February 2004

Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Price’s complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to the interview on the programme with the owner of an X bred wolf.  Although the owner condemned crossing with German Shepherds and the genetic cocktail unleashed after almost 15,000 years of separation, the programme failed to address the dangers in keeping these animals.  It also failed to address the cruelty involved and the indifferent trading interest that surround them with no regard for public safety or animal welfare.  Mr. Price believes this is irresponsible broadcasting and not alerting listeners/public to the dangers and welfare considerations associated with keeping such animals, is dangerous in the extreme.  Mr. Price claims RTÉ continue to censor all debate on wildlife captivity leading to many dangerous misconceptions amongst the public.  Why did the Mooney team not address the loss of Freedoms – the 7 Freedoms espoused by the Veterinary code and the right of any captive or domestic animal?  Mr. Price states he finds it strange that Vets on the programme never address these founding principals of their profession when captive animals are under discussion.  These freedoms are enshrined in the Veterinary code yet are violated daily in practice and broadcast regularly without comment.  Mr. Price believes RTÉ has breached impartiality in this broadcast.

Stations Response:

In their reply RTÉ state this interview was not a discussion about animal welfare or the trade in endangered species, but a perfectly reasonable item about a man who has had a pet wolf for the past six years.  There was nothing impartial in the item.  The gentleman in question has a proper licence for the animal.  RTÉ state that while they respect Mr. Price’s right to hold strong views on the ethics of keeping wild animals as domestic pets, he has not automatic entitlement to see his views debated in any particular programme.  RTÉ claim that when a topic is covered, however tangentially, in which Mr. Price holds views, he argues that the programme is unbalanced unless his views are accommodated.  This is to judge a programme by what is excluded rather than what is included. 

RTÉ also add that they wish to put on record its concern at the resources it has to commit to responding to the number of complaints submitted to them from Mr. Price. 

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission considered the item broadcast did not breach impartiality under Section 24(2)(a) the Broadcasting Act, 2001. The interview was about ownership of a wolf and what that entails, rather than a discussion about animal welfare.  The complaint was rejected.
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