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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Price, Ref: 47/04

Station:


Programme:



Date:

RTÉ TV1


'Late Late Show'


27 Feb 2004

Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Price's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, concerns the appearance on the 'Late Late Show' of a zoo-keeper and a young chimpanzee from Dublin Zoo.  He believes that the chimpanzee was used purely for television entertainment and this exploitation should not be allowed.  He further states that RTÉ do not allow anyone speak with an alternative view to those in Dublin Zoo who continue to hold such animals in captivity.  He believes the claim that this chimpanzee was being integrated with other chimps at only 9 months, is a nonsense.  The reality is that this chimp has been brought in and out to Dublin Zoo from a human habitation in Blanchardstown not to mention taxis to RTÉ to appear on the 'Late Late Show'.  The chimp's appearance on the show served no educational, scientific or conservation purpose, communicated nothing of the plight of chimps and contributed nothing to their protection or conservation.  Without explanation, it demeaned and exploited the species even further for pure entertainment.  Mr. Price states that he lost his job pursuing reforms in Dublin Zoo and opposing exploitation.  He claims both RTÉ and Dublin Zoo answer to no one, allow no criticism, no discussion and no debate - simply broadcasts whatever they and Dublin Zoo wish regardless of facts and other views.  No balance is allowed and this item, he claims, was grossly offensive to him, who sacrificed his job and career for these animals.  He believes Pat Kenny and the 'Late Late Show' infringed impartiality which is an affront to past and present zoo-keepers, wildlife handlers and conservations and to a growing number of the Irish public.

Stations Response:

RTÉ in their response refute Mr. Price's argument that the 'Late Late Show' infringed standards relevant to impartiality by having a zoo-keeper and a young chimp on the show without including a critic of institutions which keep wild animals in captivity.  RTÉ state that Dublin Zoo is held in high affection by many Irish people and has brought delight to hundreds of thousands of visitors for years.  The zoo sees itself as playing a role in the development of appreciation of wildlife and animal life in general and considers itself as playing an important role in the preservation of endangered species.  The item on the 'Late Late Show' was a strong human-interest story with an engaging zoo-keeper telling viewers about his responsibilities for looking after a young chimpanzee.  The agenda was simple, telling the story of a young chimpanzee and his keeper.  The audience, RTÉ states, enjoyed the item.  

Had the production team sought a confrontational item they could have included a discussion on the ethics of keeping wild animals in captivity but they chose not to do so.  RTÉ believe the item fulfilled every statutory obligation in terms of impartiality and fairness.  Although Mr. Price wishes the item had broadened out to something much wider, this is a decision for the production team.  The team decide on the balance both within individual programmes and across a series and this cannot be dictated by members of lobby or pressure groups.
Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001. The broadcast was a discussion on the role of a zoo-keeper in relation to his responsibilities caring for a chimpanzee.  It was not a debate on the ethics of keeping wild animals in captivity.  The complaint was rejected.
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