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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Price, Ref: 48/04

Station:


Programme:



Date:

RTÉ Radio 1


'Today with Pat Kenny'

1 March 2004

Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Price's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, relates to an item about Ireland's contribution to Europe over the last thirty years.  An interview with journalist Mr. John Downing, in which inaccurate and dated figures were quoted, was sloppy and fawning in the extreme.  Mr. Price states that he contacted the show to point out the inaccuracies, especially in connection with fisheries, but received no response.  He subsequently faxed Eurostat figures to the show which backed up his contention that Ireland contributed 300 billion euro in fishing to the EU since our accession.  Mr. Downing had stated Ireland was a net beneficiary of Europe to the tune of 1.6 billion euro.  Mr. Price claims RTÉ, with the exception of Tom McSweeney, ignores marine and fisheries issues and when it does report on them it is only to represent Government view.  There is no right of response for fisheries leaders or others.  Mr. Price claims the item as broadcast, was unpatriotic and dismissive of the role played by Irish fishermen, and the sacrifices made by them over the years in building Europe.  He states that facts should be presented as facts and researched properly.  He does not believe this was done in this case.
Stations Response:

RTÉ state that Mr. John Downing is a journalist with a considerable degree of knowledge and expertise in EU matters and had no reason to present his opinions about Ireland's contribution in a partial manner.  While he outlined the contentious view that Ireland was a nett contributor to the EU, he also acknowledged this was highly questionable but was based on the argument that other EU countries had extracted in excess of 120 billion euro worth of fish from Irish waters over then last 30 years.  He did not state whether he shared this view.  RTÉ further state that the interview with Mr. Downing did not include any view from either the guest or the interviewer about the accuracy or otherwise of the 120 billion claim.  This was one journalist looking at a number of areas where Ireland had contributed to the EU.  While Mr. Price is entitled to his view that the item should have included a wider examination of EU fisheries policy, RTÉ believe this is no grounds to complain that the item as broadcast infringed obligations under Section 18 of the 1960 Broadcasting Act.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission was of the view that RTÉ did not infringe Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The Commission considered the discussion on Ireland's contribution to the EU, which included fisheries, to be impartial and balanced.  There was no evidence of bias by either the presenter or the interviewee.  The piece was also considered to be fair and at no point were the issues under discussion trivialised in any way.  The complaint was rejected.
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