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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Brendan Price Ref No. 51/04

	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	
	
	

	RTÉ Radio 1
	'Today with Pat Kenny'
	9 March 2004


Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Price’s complaint under Section 24(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001, refers to a report and interview conducted by presenter Leo Enright, on the 'Today with Pat Kenny' show, on efforts by EU to be more relevant to citizens, which he states, was based on the assumption that such efforts are being made.  Despite claims by the interviewee that 80% of legislation was introduced by the Commission without reference to Parliament, the interview proceeded, on what Mr. Price claims, is a fatally flawed assumption and concluded on that note.  This overlooked completely the withdrawal of resources and wastage and non-replacement of staff in the Commission offices in member states, thus making the EU even more remote and inaccessible to citizens.  Mr. Price claims that the Forum on Europe Proceedings and road show were air brushed with prepared speeches released to the media before proceedings.  Furthermore, Mr. Price believes, it is not the role of RTÉ to manage the news and present argument on the future of Europe on flawed assumptions.  The facts are that the European Commission has withdrawn resources to facilitate full participation and integration of the ordinary citizen in defining Europe’s future.  Mr. Price states that during our Presidency, RTÉ would serve Ireland and the EU better, to facilitate constructive discussion and debate on the future of Europe and a constitution, rather than merely present the views of its own broadcasters.  News reporting as opposed to news management should be RTÉ’s overriding brief.  Mr. Price believes this interview lacked balance.

Station’s Response:

RTÉ in their response state that the information submitted by Mr. Price in this complaint – his 14th since last October – that the EU has cut back on resources and staff in the Commission offices etc., is all very interesting.  However, RTÉ believe the comments have nothing to do with their statutory obligations to impartiality and objectivity in its news and current affairs.  It is RTÉ’s view that the presenter, Leo Enright, was sufficiently briefed on EU and European Commission matters to conduct the interview in an objective and impartial manner.  Furthermore, RTÉ does not accept Mr. Price’s allegation of “news management” and failing to report competently on EU matters.  However, RTÉ does not intend refuting these remarks as they appear to be directed in general against RTÉ and are not relevant to the series of interviews about the EU conducted by the 'Today with Pat Kenny' programme. In fact, RTÉ claim to be unable to identify what aspect of the interview Mr. Price believes transgressed statutory obligations.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission considered the interview was conducted in a fair and impartial manner, that it was based on fact and that there was no evidence of editorial bias by RTÉ.  The Commission was of the view that nothing in this discussion breached Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The complaint was rejected.
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