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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Brendan Price, Ref: 62/04

Station:

Programme:



Date:

RTÉ Radio 1

'Mooney Goes Wild'


20 March 2004

Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Price's complaint under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a discussion on eco-tourism which he claims failed to deliver a single example of Irish developments in the eco-tourism area, either positive or negative.  Nobody referred to the passing of the U.N. year of Eco-tourism to which Ireland was a signatory and without a single event to note it, despite being brought to the attention of this programme, Bord Fáilte and the relevant Minister, by Mr. Price and former chairman of the Irish Seal Sanctuary, Mr. Terry Flanagan.  Mr. Price states it is little wonder then, that Derek Mooney and company failed to refer to Ireland's largest wildlife and eco-tourism events organised by the I.S.S. the last of which they were allowed exclusive coverage -- 16th March 2003.  They have not covered seals or the I.S.S since, with the exception of announcement of a web address and one fleeting reference to another seal release.  Mr. Price wishes it to be known that he is making this complaint independent of the I.S.S. and as a listener/viewer of RTÉ with personal experience and singularly unique qualifications in this area.  Furthermore, he protests at what he calls censorship operated by RTÉ, 'Mooney Goes Wild' and select contributors on such issues.  The biggest and most significant eco-tourism project in this country is underway in association between the I.S.S and Fingal, yet there has been no mention of it.  Seals have been a flagship species for eco-tourism for 20 years yet receive no mention in this context.  Mr. Price claims no balanced discussion could possibly take place without reference to seals and the eco-tourism activities of people associated with seals.  He believes there is collusion and censorship in issues of wildlife conflict and a rose tinted programme guilty of news management operating from RTÉ is damaging to conservation and wildlife protection.

Stations Response:

RTÉ in their response state that Mr. Price's complaint appears to be about the lack of mention of the Irish Seal Sanctuary in the discussion about eco-tourism.  It is RTÉ's view that the discussion centred around the issue of whether or not there were dangers in eco-tourism of damage to the natural environment.  The specific example in the programme was encroachment too close to the habitats of wildlife. This item followed on from an article in the New Scientist of 6th March 2004. RTÉ strenuously deny Mr. Price's assertion that there was any censorship of the I.S.S. in the item.  It was simply not part of the agenda.  RTÉ point out that have been three items on the I.S.S. in the current series of 'Mooney Goes Wild', an interview with Andrew Kelly of the I.S.S. and two on air mentions of separate seal releases organised by the Sanctuary.  Also, RTÉ televised live last year, a seal release organised by the Irish Seal Sanctuary.  This programme was presented by Derek Mooney.  RTÉ reject any allegation of breaching statutory obligations in relation to impartiality.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price.  The Commission was of the view that this programme did not infringe Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  The discussion on eco-tourism was impartial and fairly covered the issue of the possible dangers of eco-tourism on the environment.  There was no evidence of editorial bias.  The complaint was rejected.
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