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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Brendan Price, Ref: 70/04

Station:

Programme:



Date:

RTÉ Radio 1

'Mooney Goes Wild'


03 April 2004

Summary of Complaint:

Mr. Price's complaint under Section 24 (2)(a) impartiality, of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a remark made by Richard Collins which Mr. Price believes would encourage people to break the law.  The words used by Mr. Collins in a discussion about bio-degradable waste were, 'don't take anything home that is organic -- probably against the law what I'm advocating..."  Mr. Price questions whether Richard Collins is entitled to use the national broadcasting station as his personal platform not just appealing for legal reform, but actually advocating law breaking.  His understanding of 'organic' is also very limited and dangerously misleading and potentially damaging to the environment/habitat.  Much that is organic takes a long time to breakdown.  Much more is deposited in such quantity on increasingly congested beaches, bogland trails etc., that it remains there for years.  Much that is organic is toxic in the wrong environment.  Mr. Price questions whether Mr. Collins distinguishes between the organic leftovers of St. Patrick's feast in the streets of Dublin and organic leftovers in the countryside.  While conceding that Mr. Collins would probably distinguish if challenged, Mr. Price claims that in the face of censorship and no complaints process or department in RTÉ, how can listeners challenge, correct or see corrected such biased and misleading information, offering only encouragement to litter louts and environmental vandals. 

Mr. Price complains also about a debate on the same programme about hedgehogs -  "hedgehogs in Uist are as alien as mink in Somerset".  He claims presenter Derek Mooney failed to probe adequately in seeking clarification from Dr. Valerie Keeble as to what exactly was involved in their relocation plan to protect both resident and introduced wildlife.  Mr. Price claims, Derek Mooney allowed remarks by another panellist, Terry Flanagan, go unchallenged when he stated 'nothing wrong with that' in reference to initial hedgehog introductions by a fellow schoolteacher to Uist some 30 odd years ago. Mr. Price believes high profile commentators on RTÉ's only wildlife programme cannot be allowed to promote misleading views.

Mr. Price also complains that RTÉ failed on that afternoon, to let the public know about a seal release he was involved in at Dun Laoghaire and yet found time to carry a notice of a cat show!

Stations Response:

RTÉ in their response state this is Mr. Price's eighteenth compliant since last October and considers it another trivial one.  The opinion proffered by Richard Collins was in relation to discarding fruit peel in the countryside during a discussion in which a diversity of views was expressed about biodegradable waste.  There was no suggestion in the discussion that any law on littering should be broken.  RTÉ state that Mr. Price's complaint about hedgehogs on Scottish islands is not clear nor indeed is it clear what could possibly have breached section 18 requirements.  The programme included experts on both sides of the argument.  George Anderson of the Scottish Natural Heritage and Dr. Valerie Keeble of the People's Trust for endangered Species took part in the debate.  Terry Flanagan, a regular contributor, had taken part in the hedgehog rescue and rehabilitation programme and had first hand experience in the matter.  RTÉ believe the debate was completely objective.

RTÉ state the Mr. Price has complained also about the issue of publicity on the programme for the Irish Seal Sanctuary and its latest return of seals to the wild. As the station has already responded to this in relation to another complaint, it is pointless repeating it again here. 

RTÉ rejects Mr. Price's complaint and indeed believe Mr. Price's complaints are frivolous and vexatious.

Decision of the Commission:

The Broadcasting Complaints Commission rejected the complaint made by Mr. Price. The Commission was of the view that this programme, covering topics on biodegradable waste and hedgehogs, did not infringe Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act, 2001.  Experts in their various fields discussed the topics in an impartial manner.  There was no evidence of misleading views or the encouragement of litterlouts in the broadcast.  The complaint was rejected.
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