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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. John McElheron                              Ref. No. 17/07
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Today FM
	Ray Darcy Show
	18 January 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. McElheron’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to the frequent use of mild swear words by the presenter Ray D’Arcy.  Mr. McElheron states that he is a regular listener to the show and felt compelled to complain after Mr. D’Arcy used the word “f*ck”.  Although, he accepts that Mr. D’Arcy was quoting a text message from a caller, he made no attempt to apologise to his listeners for blurting out this obscenity on live radio at mid-morning.  Mr. McElheron believes that Mr. D’Arcy’s casual use of swear words is offensive, inappropriate and entirely unnecessary.  The complainant accepts that the occasional mild expletive is now an accepted form of expression in what is now a more liberal Irish society.  In this instance, however, he believes Mr. D’Arcy has gone too far. 

Station Response:

Today FM submit that a listener to the programme sent in a text which included the word 'fecking'.  In advertently, the presenter Ray D'Arcy read this out as 'f*cking'.  This was a slip of the tongue as is clear from listening to the tape of the show.  Furthermore, Ray apologised immediately.   

In the second instance the complainant drew attention to what he perceives to be an increase in the casual use of swear words.  Today FM does not agree that all or any of these constitute offensive words.  They are in common use by much of the audience and regularly used in emails and texts. Notwithstanding this, Today FM state it is not their intention to deliberately offend listeners.  Producers, therefore, will be requested to reflect on the correspondence received and the level to which such words are used in the programme.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that the presenter did use the expletive 'f*cking' in the course of reading a text message sent into the programme.  However, he immediately re-acted and apologised to the listeners, saying 'sorry that just slipped out'.  The Commission was of the opinion that it was accidental and that the presenter immediately corrected his error.  Given the accidental nature of the use of the strong expletive and the reaction of the presenter, the Commission was of the view that the item was unlikely to cause widespread offence.  However, the Commission would caution against the casual use of swear words in this type of programme.  The Commission considered that the use of the word was not gratuitous and therefore, unlikely to cause widespread offence.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001.
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