[image: image1.jpg](@

Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Thomas Hardiman, Ref. No. 24/07    
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Galway Bay FM
	The Keith Finnegan Show
	23 January 2007


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Hardiman’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, relates to a discussion on foxhunting in Ireland during a broadcast of the Keith Finnegan Show on 23 January 2007.  Mr. Hardiman’s complaint is that the discussion was with a senior member of the Pro-Hunting Group only.  Mr. Hardiman, a member of the Anti-Cruelty Group, attempted to contact the show on two separate occasions prior to broadcast to volunteer as a possible contributor to the show.  The station advised Mr. Hardiman that his details would be forwarded to the presenter Mr. Finnegan.  However, he was not contacted to participate in the programme.

Mr. Hardiman is a senior member of the Anti-Hunting/Cruelty Group.  In the course of the programme, Mr. Finnegan referred to a debate the previous night in NUIG the motion of which was to ban foxhunting.  Mr. Finnegan described the defeat of the motion as a “debate” that was “won” by the Pro-Hunting group on that night.  Mr. Hardiman states that both sides to such a highly sensitive issue need to be addressed in order to bring about public awareness, rather than a one sided opinion which was broadcast on Mr. Finnegan's show.

Station Response:

Galway Bay FM state that they received a press release from the Pro-Hunting Lobby and from that contacted Mr. Richard Power, the spokesman for the group, and arranged an interview regarding the debate in NUIG the previous night.

Mr. Hardiman did call the programme desk with a comment and also demanded to go on-air.  The presenter, Mr. Finnegan was not aware of this until after the programme had been broadcast.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission has considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The Commission noted that it was evident from the introduction to the broadcast item that the interview was on foot of a press release that the broadcaster had received that morning.  It related to a debate which was held in NUIG on 'Does this house hold that hunting animals is cruel'.  The presenter introduced his guest, Mr. Power, and clearly stated that Mr. Power was Secretary General of the Hunting Association of Ireland.  Therefore, the listener was aware from the start of the piece of the interviewee's pro-hunting background.  The fact that the interviewee was pro-hunting and that there was not an anti-hunting representative cannot determine bias as submitted by the complainant.  The format of an interview is the editorial responsibility of the broadcaster.  What is important to the Commission is that the interview is conducted in an impartial manner.  

In the subsequent interview, the presenter questioned and challenged the views expressed by Mr. Power.  The Commission noted that the presenter's questions included the issues of public opposition to hunting, the perceived cruelty of hunting and the ban on hunting in Britain.  The line of questioning by the presenter was impartial.  The Commission was of the view that the interview was conducted in a fair manner, with no evidence of editorial bias.  The complaint was rejected with reference to Section 24(2)(a)(impartiality).

BCC Complaint Decisions, Mar 2007

2/2

[image: image1.jpg]