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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by: Mr. Peadar Tóibín
                            Ref. No. 317/06
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	Spin 1038
	Spin Talk
	12 December  2006


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Tóibín’s complaint, submitted under Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001, refers to a broadcast about sex toys during lunch time.  The complainant states that the show contained extreme adult/pornographic content and should not have been broadcast at this time.  A discussion followed with a woman who sold moulded vibrators and fake vaginas.  Listeners were encouraged to call the show to ‘road test’ all the sex toys on offer and use them in threesomes.  This show was not broadcast in a matter of fact manner but all efforts at titillation were made.  For example an audio clip of a vibrator was played and jokes with sexual connotations were made.  Mr. Tóibín claims that if an adult came into his house and had a similar pornographic discussion in front of his nephew, he would expect that they would be arrested for child sex abuse.  He believes broadcasting this type of content into his house is the same thing.  Mr. Tóibín states that X rated shows should not be broadcast to children’s audiences.  

Station’s Response:

Spin 1038 states that the segment in question, ‘Sex Toy Show’, is an annual feature which runs on Spin Talk in the run up to Christmas and is a play on the well known Late Late Toy Show.  The programme highlights sex toys which are available for listeners to purchase as gifts for Christmas.  Warnings in relation to the content of the segment were broadcast at the start of the piece and on return from the commercial break midway through, to alert listeners to the content.

As there is no expressed watershed in Irish radio, Spin 1038 considers the post-lunchtime period, when those under 18 are in school or under adult supervision, a suitable time to discuss matters of interest and relevance to an adult audience.  The latest independent listenership figures for Spin 1038 indicate the majority of audience to the Spin Talk programme is over 19 years of age.   Based on the overwhelming positive reaction to the feature in this and previous years, Spin1038’s believes the subject matter to be of interest and relevance to their target audience. The tone was light-hearted in nature matching the subject matter of the programme as an alternative to the Late Late Toy Show. Warnings were clearly broadcast at regular intervals. Spin1038 strongly refutes Mr. Tóibín’s allegation that the broadcast constituted any form of child sex abuse or any comparison of the same. 

Spin 1038 state that it was not their intention to cause offence or shock and apologise to Mr. Tóibín for any offence caused.

Decision of the Commission:  

The Commission considered the broadcast, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The main topic of discussion was sex toys.  The Commission was of the opinion that given the content of the programme together with the flippant and puerile presentation style, the broadcast time was totally inappropriate.  In the course of the programme, there were explicit sexual references.  The products and their uses were discussed in detail.  The presenters made several gratuitous comments.  The airing of warnings that the content of the programme is of an adult nature does not circumvent the broadcaster's editorial responsibilities.  In the opinion of the Commission the nature and tone of the programme were offensive, particularly given the inappropriate time of broadcast.  The complaint was upheld with reference to Section 24(2)(b)(taste & decency) of the Broadcasting Act 2001.
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