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Broadcasting Complaints Commission

Coimisidn um Ghearain Chraolachain





Complaint made by:  Mr. Donal Doyle                        Ref. No. 35/09 and 36/09   
	Station: 
 
	Programme:
  
	Date:

	RTÉ One
	Six One News and Nine o’clock News
	25 January 2009


Complaint Summary:

Mr. Doyle’s complaint is submitted under Section 24(2)(d)(Code of Programme Standards: section 3.5.2 factual programming causing undue distress or offence).  The complainant states that the news reported on the murder of a man in Benalmadena, Spain.  Mr. Doyle’s son was killed in Spain in February 2008.  This news item showed the bullet ridden car in which his son had been murdered and the blood soaked spot where he died.  The film report on his son’s death also showed a private family photo of his son.  Mr. Doyle states that he is unaware how RTÉ came into possession of this photo.  It was used by RTÉ without the family’s permission.  The complainant claims that their personal grief and circumstances were not considered.  Mr. Doyle believes that the screening of this item has led to a breach of the Code of Programme Standards. 

Station’s Response:

RTÉ believes the report was a fair and accurate account of a vicious gangland style shooting in which Richard Keogh was murdered.  The reason the report included previously broadcast news footage regarding Patrick Doyle’s murder was because Richard Keogh’s was the first murder of an Irish citizen in the same part of Spain since Patrick Doyle’s.  Through the report, Paul Reynolds was trying to convey the trend of Irish gangland crime spreading to the Costa Del Sol.  RTÉ believes the decision to use previously broadcast news footage regarding Patrick Doyle’s murder was entirely justifiable in this context. 
RTÉ wishes to express its condolences to the Doyle family at their loss, but they believe that their reporting of Patrick’s murder, at the time and subsequently in connection with the recent murder of Richard Keogh, was legitimate and was not in breach of the Code of Programme Standards.
Decision of Commission:

The Commission has considered the broadcasts, the submissions made by the complainant and the broadcaster.  The complaint concerns the reporting of the murder of an Irish man in Spain which included reference to and a picture of the complainant’s son who had been murdered in Spain in 2008.  The Commission noted that the reports in both news broadcasts complained of were identical.  The newsreader reported that; ‘A Dublin man has been shot in a gangland shooting in Spain....shot outside a casino’.  

A report from Paul Reynolds is then shown.  In this report he gave details of the shooting, the background of the man shot and of other Irish men previously murdered in the same area; ‘It is the latest gangland murder of a Dublin man in a Spanish coastal town.  Gangland criminals Patrick Doyle, Shane Coates and Steven Sugg were also killed in Spain....’  The visuals used in the report included previous news footage of the shooting of Mr. Doyle in the Costa del Sol and a photograph.  In assessing the complaint, the Commission had to have regard to the Code of Programme Standards, in particular 3.5.2 factual programming shall not contain material that could reasonably be expected to cause undue distress or offence unless it is editorially justified and in the public interest’.  

On viewing the news report, the Commission can understand the reaction of the complainant to the report given his relationship with one of the murdered men.  However, in assessing the complaint the Commission had to have regard to the context of the use of the footage, consider the facts and the international public nature of the murder, and therefore, the public interest in the matter.  The murder of Mr. Doyle was reported widely in the media at the time.  He had been killed in a gangland type shooting, when he and two other Irish men in a four-wheel, drive were shot at, by a number of gunmen from another car.  Such criminal activities are widely reported in the news and are of public interest.  In this particular news report, the viewer was informed that another Irish man had been shot in Spain.  The reporter named three other victims of shootings in the particular area.  While the Commission recognises the sensitivity of the subject matter for the complainant, the murder of Mr. Doyle was seen as a significant event and one of public interest.  While regrettable for the family, the murder of Mr. Doyle and his background brought his murder into the public domain.  

The report was factual, referring to the murder of known criminals in Spain.  It was in this context that the footage of the complainant’s son was used.  Acknowledging the distressful content in the news items for the complainant, the Commission must also acknowledge that the context in which the footage of his son was used was editorially justified and in the public interest.  The issue of the source of the photograph used, as submitted by the complainant, could not form part of the assessment of the complaint.  The issue as raised by the complainant is not within the remit of the Commission.

The report was factual and the content was editorially justified and in the public interest.  The complaint was rejected with regard to Section 24(2)(d) Code of Programme Standards, 3.5 factual programming.
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